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. ; 1'm #he contrary affirm," "has rh Aduaxwage 43 fo inherent 
80 ver C  vhat vhere u ns" Minifton, wins Je ent ole, ted tf 

- the ſane nauner fink unter: the like 

Thoſe, who will make trix of it ſhall ſee, that the «90 6aty Pros; Fay 
one Jays, I preſune. 100 much on my firength ; wotw chat T examiin my foilf ##t the 
Preſence of G'O D, if fach a Preſumprion chad 'made' me- ſpenk., I Ahoild difeen 
!, I had ſaid. Tuſtead of promifing +19 Jelf any Advantage; Tjhoult efttem "hy 

If already viempaſhe by ruſting" only #6-"#1 vn" Arti, nd w1y'oaon Peigent 

Pre. and fo far. ſhonld Tbe" from: defying the Prong, & David 2, hi 

1 fhould rank. my felf among © ” of - whomn- the fame" David! 'fongs, 

rhar 'the Arrows of Children have pierc'd them, -and their own Tongue, 
roo weak 'to defend" them, is in Nis rurn'd againſt themſelves. - 

The tnftration,” T offer br deere  t#\ the Pretentied Reformed, 7 pr feat 
offer rhife of the Dioteſi of Mea, whom Fam abwve -MI"Hhis veſt ebb to 
bear in my Bowels, Thoſe, that” foal refuſe #hir Chriſtian” 181/85; no! 
peaceable, fraternal and paternal, thim concluding and deviſtve, Tfball ſay #61 
AQ in the words of St. Paul with ſorrow and: groaniny, there” 
og comfort #1 the toſs of oner"Chilhhen and Brethren, Tn-pre hve 

the Bloog.of them aff.” HH 7 204 nah oaths eh 61s 

Ts 15 the felſs which: will Jhew, "hut 7 jnjptne "nothing 46. A-:Glauds, 
which mmnght yiot me xo Adotttttage. '" The fecontv3, vhar My2Olavide"Lanfelf 
.#n the madft of what he oppoſes againſi"me, antl amongſt all rhe Turns, he yoves 
our Diſpute, fill acknowledges at laſt, what was "ih conteſt booween ins, ole 

ſhifts it off m ſuch a manner, . as plainly hems, "be cannot. entivelydiſown'ts, Bit 
this will be better underſtood by thoſe,” who,” after the' rf noms Aa 
ference, ſhall read the Refletions, T'madhe on" Wir: Clandes#r#iyg. nn «5 
Some Attention # requiſite, to comprehend che whole ſequel of theſe Þuftriificont': 
for whatever Eaſineſs it has plead - GOD to let us find in a matter, in which 
he. ſhews the muft ignorant, us well xs the vaſt. DEITY be plain «why. 
vatzon,. yet pi fs jk diſcharge "any "ine 'of The Arte 
and ſince the  Faltors ig Dieafer” Phd: rhety Riſe? 
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Aly\tos mhieb cg Boil f "Contivoetf. Gromded'm ve Favth uf the Thirch, 
rhey” ave rol careliſ}'"Þy jor is Jab Perle, bs "which thelr "Fate 
Pena,” antt in Which Yind witans vo Ville the Exring: \TBs Wi mes 
the Uje m the Faſt Ayer of "ht Church « ve Trearifes of Crrteneg, ritren » 
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CONFERENCE 


L HE Propratin to the Cfence and paricur ſion, | PL 

II. MJ. . The Conference. | * 2-20 

IN. "The Sequel of the Conference. 46 + 49 
| KEFLEXLONEA. 

THE faſt Reflexion, ow Mr. Claude's Anſwer to the Aft: hs Jun 


Diſcipline of the Pretended Reformed. * p58 
Second Reflexion, on one of the Propoſitions, acknowleds'd by My. Claude in the Con- 
ference, and on the Examen, he preſcribes after the Churches p64. 
Third Reflexion, on. another Propoſition, acknowleds' d by | My. bs dhe Confe- 


rence : an Explication of | the manner of inſtrufting Chriſtians, and that the 
Churches infallible Authority is nectſſary for the knowing and underſtanding the 


Scripture. P-73 
Fourth Reflexion, on My. Claude”: objeFting the ſame Difficulty to ws about the 
Church, as we do to him about the Seripture. +.76 


Fifth Reflexion, wn Ms. Claude's alleing here the Pratice of the Greek Church 
and the like ; which is . only to embroil the matter, aud nat 6 qyſeive. che 
Difficulty. 4-78 

Sixth Reflexion, on My. Claude's reducing,” PO SMOY hp He wad wan n 
' the Inftruftion of Children. 

_ Seventh Reflexion, on Mr. Claude's ſaying tn bis Relation, that PRO 
raſid in this part of the Diſpute. Wig j 

Eighth Rei, ms err Pry, alnuwicg'l þ Ms. Cle in n- 
ference, where is ſhewn the manner, bow ard ral 
eſtabliſh:. ay : 

| Ninth Reflexion, on the Churches Viſhility ther Me Clunde appefie_ wat | Do- 
frin, I have explainid, till be bas forſt fran'd binfolf a falſe Idea of 3c p." pF 

Tenth Reflexion, on the Pretended Reformed: Confeſſiaxref' Faith ;, that it & 
ledges no Chureb, but what is viſible, and thas My. Claude ſaviefier' 108 this 


' 'p.95 
Ea,» EI a: Cle nar he Chr pp 


tual Viſibility : the ſurprixing Deftrin of this Miniſters | 
Twelfth Reflexion, Two of Mr. Clande*s RI ws, reſale? 

DoArn d > LAZ3 : 
Thirteenth and Loft Rfltiion. Ar. Claude's Deflrin ſoews th 


Roman Church . 


Precended Reformed Rei, that there is ns Salvation for them, yy _ 
T% pr : 


- 


ADEMOISELL | 
-ſorne Doubt about & 4 DURAT:) 


I told her, ſhe had indeed great Reaſon to lay her”princi- 
land whole Streſs on this Article , which in eftect compre- 
ertded the Decifion of -afl the reft, -n5 the herſelf hed -well 
oblerv'd; and endeavour'd to make her yet fuller underitand 
the Tmportance of this Article. 
*T'is a thing, faid I to her, ordinary enough with: your 
Miniſters to brag, 'That they cannot be deny'd to believe the 
Fundamentals-of the Faith. 'They ſay , that we believe all 
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they | believe ; but that they believe nat all we belfev ene 


Meaning by this is, That they have kept afl the Fi 
of the Faith, and rejeCted only what we have added to thern, 
They draw thence a great Advantage , and: pretend that\, 


their Doctrine is ſecure and indiſputable. Mademoiſelle de by 


Duras remgembpred vary well, ſhe hag often, heard gham uſe 
ſuch Diſcourſds. I'will mdke, pr ed t ont Remark 
upon this; which is, that, inſtead of granting them to believe 
all the Fundamentals of the- Faith, we ſhew, thiit There is one 
Article of the Creed they believe not, which is that of the 
Univerſal Church. *T's true, they fay with the Mouth, I be- 
tieve the Catholic or Univerfal Church, as the Arians , Macedoni- 
wes, gnd-$00381ans ſay with the Mouth, ;I believe f HE &U.S 
CHRTS T, and in the Holy Ghoſt. © But as "there is*reafori to 
accuſe them'of not believing theſe Articles, becauſe they be- 

lieye them not, as they ought, nor according tg their | 
Senſe : fo if we ſhew'the 'Prerended 'Reformeg, tht. theys 
Heye not, -as they '6ught , 'the Article -of ' the 'Carly/: 
we may truly ay, that in effet-rhey rejet i inpo! 

Article of 'the "Creed. _ w 

\Mademdiſclte'de (Duras had'read-my 'Freatiſe of the Expgſ- 
im, -and 161d me, the.remembred, that ſhe "had ſeen ſome- 
thing in it, like 'to what T now aid : but I. anfiverd, my 
Intention in that Treatiſe was'to'mentiqn things very Vfiefly, 
-and that *twas fit The thould now fee 'them' a little more art 

large. ; ps £2 
ou tuft know then, aid I to ther, 'what 's meant by "this 
Expreffion, "The 'Carhplic or Univerſal Church ; and upon this I 
'began to lay for my Ground, that'in the Creed, whiah 'was 
-only 2' bare Declaration of the Faith, 'this Term muſt 'be taken 
in its moſt proper, and moſt natwal Signification, and fich, as 
'w*moſt uſed an Cbriftians, 'Now all Chriſtians by the Name 
of the: Church a Society ,, making P to _ 
| ve 
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- Sx ties. theo 


lieve the Dotrine of FEST: exxre 7, Sod 2c 7e 
by-his Word.” IF this Society makes makes this F rofeihoj 
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xt this was the proper, 
Word Church, fach ore wal gre Slot ad wah 


commen Difourſs, I defired no other Witneſſes, than the Pre 
tended Reformed theraelves. 

When they ſprak of their cat Proves, of he Chak 
Diſcipline, of the Ehurches Faith , of the Paſtors and Dotiars of 
the Church, they mean nat the Prayers of the Predeſtinate, nor 
their Diſcipline, nor their Faith; but the Prayers, Faith, aod 
went khong, a ado wot 
Ry ae: 


ORE are g 
Obriftits ed Ot roi 


mit "Godmother _ +5 to ſtrut” Ss 
wed 4-4 Prople,, 6s if 39, 
1” the ef Pare, which we 4 


3 


£4] 

erally us'd Signification of the Word Church, is to take: it 

the exterior Society of , GO Ds People , amongſt whom 
thd there be found ſome Hypocrites and Reprobates ;, their Malice, 
ſay they, cammot efface the Title: of the Church , Article XXVIL 
'Thar is, 'The Hypocrites , mix'd in the Exterior Society of 
G O Ds People, cannot take from it the Title of - the true 
Church, provided it be always veſted with theſe exterior. 
Marks, the making Profeſfion of GODs Word, and the 
Uſe of the Sacraments, as is faid in Article XXVIIL 

This is the Acceptation of the Ward Church, when we ſpeak 
fimply, naturally, and properly,. without Contention or Diſ- 
pute ; and if this be the o1dinary manner of taking this Word, 
we have reaſon to fay, that 'twas in this Senſe , rhe Apoſtles 
made uſe of it in their Creed, where they were to ſpeak in the 
moſt ordinary and ſimple manner, as being to- incloſe in few 
Words the Confeſſion. of the-Fundamentals of the Faith. 

In effect, this Word Church. has in the common Diſcourſe of 
all Chriſtians been taken to ſignify this exterior Society of GODs 
People. When by this Word Church. is. intended the Socies, 
ty of the Predeſtinate, 'tis ſo expreſs'd, and. they. ſay «be. Chureb, 
of the Predeſtinate. When by this. Word. is, meant ebe Aſſembly. 
and Church of the Firſt-born, which are written in Heaven, "L13 EX» 
preſly nam'd, as we ſee in-St. Paul, He takes here the Ward. 
Church in a leſs uſed Signification,. for the: City of the Living, 
GOD, the Heavenly Jeruſalem, where is- an ft no 
of Angels, and Spirits of juſt Men made perfe8t ;; that is, for Heas, 
gg. .nds ihe holy Souls are . gathered cr... / Wherefore 
he adds a word to mark out this Church ; that is, #he Church of 
the Firſt, who have preceded their Brethren- in Glory, 
Bur when we uſe the word Church imply without adding. any 
thing, the @@mmon Pradtice of all Chrytiaus, not excepting the. 
pretended Reformed themſelves , takes | - far rs fignify the. Af- 


% 


 ſembly, the Society, the Communion of. thaſe, thar confek the 


true Dodtrin of JESUS CHRIST, And whence pro-, .. 
ceeds this Cuſtom of all Chriſtians , but from the Holy. Scri- - 
pture ? where we ſee in effect the word Chareh. commonly taken. 
in this Senſe ; fo that this. cannot be deny'd to be the ardina-. 
ry and natural Signification of. this Word, . _.. . 
'Fhe word Ecclefia ( which we. render Church) originally bg: ; 
nifies an Aſſembly,, and was principally arrribured to the AL. 
{emblies, heretofore held by the People-- for the a 
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aye what, Chutch. 


tiſin ; this org Ay by the word of Li 2, . whether 
thar of+Preaching, or. by'\that , which is \made uſe of- inthe 
Sacrumants, ths Church. vithour doubs the viſible Church, 
.of the Prediſtiiate is not excluded from ir; 
GOD 5 oreypy dpi moſt noble part of it ; but they 
are' compris'd: in this whole. are there inſtrudted b 
the Word, they are there puriby'd "Bapriſin; cn 2c 
© orne of the Reprobate art/emaploy? in-thete Minifteries They 
muſt ther be confider'd/in this: Paſlage, \nut as making.a Bo= 
dy apart ; but' as making. the faireſt 'and molt noble of 
this exterior Society. *T's this Society, which the calls 
the Church. JESUS CHRIS'F without doubt loves' « : 
for he has given it Baptiſm ; he has ſhed his Blood to aflemble 
It 


| nd, ae al IIs 


£IZ 


Creed." | > Oi ft 8 15 $36 
ts Sen was i nhadtkp <enkile 7” 14S 
firſt and haliefſt of pray maar eo _ _ poſt Symb,* 
A147, 4r ,prougunced m marnnge:. ; Catholic and 
- Oburch; enathemati;;ts all inte drted <4 Sher whe'Sen Ex 
GOD was thawn, out of s IXLYL viaunh, alin 


oem rwahgoeor' rr qo "ou. ©» wp ROOT] 
Thou art Peter, a pn tet Bc 1 wang herd: ay 17. 


{ Mat. xvi... 
-W* 3 


Mat. XYi. 
V, 18, 


EIN 
eh 


"003 
whichi reatevthem, i Which they confeſs the Golpel, and 


+ receive the Sacraments. 


Tis this exterior Society, "in whidh the' Ele Grve GOD, 
that we ought to underſtand by the word Church, and ar the 
fame time admire the nivinchle Force of JESUS CHRIST's 


Pati Wenn the Society of his People,'th6 


weak: in compariſon of -Infidels, which environ'd it without ; 
thd torn: by Hereticsi, who: divided it within, that'there'has 


| not been ſo much as one fole Moment, in which this Church 
has not been Get by'dhioiwhole Tardh 


But the /Prerended Reformed have not dar'd to retain this na- 
rural Senſe of the: Goſpel. For, 'that they might eſtabliſh 
themſelves, they. have':been -forc'd to ſay in ther Confeffion 
of Faith, Article XXXI. That the State of | the Church was  inter- 
rupted, and that they 'were Fain to raiſe it up again anew, becauſe 
it was in Rune and. Deſolation. 

In effe&t, when their Church was ſerup, it entred not into 
Communion with any other Church, thenextant on the Earth ; 
but: was form'd by breaking with all the Chriſtian Churches 
which were in. the World: : 

have not then the Conſolation, which the Carhlics 
have to ſee JESUS CHRIST"s Promiſe viſibly accompliſht, 


, and maintain'd, during ſo many Ages. "They cannot ſhew a 


Church, which has ever-been, ſince! JESUS: CHRIST came to 
build it on/the Rock ; und to fave his Word, they are-oblig'd 
to have. recourſe to. = Church of the Prodeſtinae, which nei- 


- ther themſelves, nor-any. elſe cari ſhew: 


But JESUS would ſhew ſomething Hluſtrious od 
con, when he faid, that his' Church, maugre the Oppoſition 

of Hell, ſhould be always invincible : he would, I fay, ſhew 
ſomething" clear: and reſplendent ;| which' might ſerve in all 
Ages for a ſenfible and-palpable Affurance ol the immutable 
Certaimy of :his Promiles.: 

And incfteQ, let us-confider; when he ſpake this Word : 


Thou art Peter, and upon this Rock I will build my Church, and the 
Gates of Hell: not prevail againſt 5t; "Twas, when having 
i poni Whom ſay e;/ than di ©"'Perdr in the Name 
of ithem all: anfiver'd him, Thou rat thrtpce addi the Son” E: the 


lraing GOD... 
Upon this Wuſtrious Confeſfion'of Faith, which Fleſkvand 
Blood tad not dictaed, but the Heavenly Father kad'reveal'd 


that 
fble Church. See alſo what he adds : 4ud-I will give 


bind on Earth, ſhall be bound in Heaven: And whatſoever chau ſhalt 
looſe on Earth, ſhall be looſed in Heaven. 
underſtood 


is ſtill certain, 'Thar here is an exterior Miniftery given to this 
Church: *Tis then this Church, which confefles the Faith, and 
confeſles Avery by the Mouth of St. Pacer : "Tis this 
Church, that uſes the Miniſtery of the "Keys : "Tis ſhe, that 
ſhall always be on the Earth,” without Hells ever being able to 
- And becauſe JESUS CHRIST would have. her alwaics vi- 
ſibly ſabGiſt, he has cloth'd her with ſeakble Marks, which 
are always.to continue. For ſee,” how he ſends his Apoſtles, 


ales - 
the Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven ; And whatſoever thou ſhalt Ibid.v.19. 


and what he ſays to 'em at his aſcending into. Heaven: © Go ,, 
Je therefore and teach all Nations, baptizing them. in, the Name of ,,yjjj 


the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt: Teaching 
obſerve all things whatſoever I _ have commanded you: And lo, I am 
with you'alway, abate ne rp aching with 

ou, baptizing with you, inſtructing. with you my, Faithbules 
ly exerciſing with you mn my Church an exterior Miniltery : 
"Tis with you ; "T's with thoſe, who ſhall ſucceed you; "TI's 
with the Society, aſſembled under their Condudt ; thar | Thall 
| be fromthis preſent even to the Confummation of.the World; 
alway ; without eds ms : For there ſhall not be any one 
Moment, in which I will leave you, but.th6 abſent m Body, 1 


- 
i 
& 


fm Y, 19, 290. 


Eph. iv. 
V.10, 11, 
12, 13, 


Rom. Xil. 
Ve &, Oc. 


C107 
till the general RefurreCtion. He that: deſtended, 5s the fone. e- 
fo that aſcended up far ,above all Heavens, that be pwight fil al 
things, And he gave ſome, Apoſtles: - and: fone; (Prophets: and 
ſome, Evangeliſts : and ſome, Paſtors and Feachers , for the perfefting 
of the Samts, for the Work, of the Miniſtry, for .. the Edifymg of 
the Body of CHRIST: Till we all come in the' Unity of the 
Faith, : and of the Knowledge of the Son of G © D,. unto a perfett 
Man, unto the meaſure of the Stature of the fulneſs of C HRIS'T; 
Thar is to fay, till we have attain'd the Perfe&ion- of ' JESUS 
CHRIST, glorify'd in Body and Soul : This is the Term, 
which GOD has ſer to the Eccleſiaſtical Miniſtery. 

'The Pretended Reformed will not have the viſible | Church 
to be that, which is call'd JESUS CHRIS T's Body : Which 
is then that Body, where GOD has eſtabliſh'd ſome Apoſtles: 
ſome Prophets : and ſome Paſtors and Teachers? Which is that 
Body, where GOD has plac'd ſeveral Members, and different 
Graces, The Grace of Mimiſtery, the Grace of Teaching, the Grace 
of Exhortation and Conſolation, the Grace of Ruling ? Which, I 
ſay, is that Body, if it be not the vitible Church ? - 

But that, which makes the Pretended Reformed unwilling to 
acknowledge , that the Body of JESUS CHRIST, fo. much 
recommended in the Scripture, can be the viſible Church, s 
their being conſtrain'd to ſay, that the vifible Church fome- 
times ceaſes to be upon the Earth ; and they have an Hor- 
ror to ſay, that JESUS CHRIST Body is not always, far fear 
of putting JESUS CHRIST once again to death. ' 

*Tis then without Diffteulty this Afembly of Paſtors and 
People ; *tis this Church compos'd of ſo many divers' Mem- 
bers, by whom ſo many Holy Miniſteries are exteriorly ex- 
ercis'd ; *tis this that is called JESUS CHRIST's Body ; 'rwas 
to this Body, aſſembled under the Miniſtery of Paſtors, that 


" he -faid at his aſcending into Heaven ; Lo, I am with , you al 


way, even umto the end of the World, He then, that deſcended,. 
is the ſame that aſcended, to the end: he might &ill all things, 
Heaven by his Perſon and his viſible Preſence , Earth by his 
Spirit and his inviſible Affiſtance, both the one- and the other 
by his T'ruth and his Word. And, *twas for to continue (at 
his aſcent into Heaven.) this Aſfiſtance, promis'd to his Church, 
that he plac'd ſome Apoſtles, ſome rage ,. and ſame 
' Paſtors and "Teachers: A thing, which muſt laſt till ſuch tyme, 
3s the Work of GOD is. entirely. accompliſhd, till we = 
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believe all her Deciſions. But this is. a frivolous Diſtinion. 
He, who bglieves, that the Church always is, believes, that ſhe 
is always confeffing and teaching the "Truth. ''”Tis to this 
Church, which confeſſes the 'Truth , that JESUS CHRIST 
has promis'd, Hell ſhall not prevail againſt her. The Truth 
then ſhall hever fail ro be confeſs'd in her ; and conſequently 
in believing, that ſhe is, we are afſur'd, that ſhe is always 
credible. | | 

In effe&t, the retaining ſome Points of JESUS. CHRIST's 
Do&trine is not ſufficient . to preſerve the Name of Church: 
For then the Arians, the Pelagians, the Donatiſts,- the na- 
baptiſts, and the Socinians would be of the Church. They are 
not however : GOD forbid, that we ſhould call this Confu- 
{ion by the Name of Church! The Church muſt not then 
only keep ſome Truth : She muſt keep and teach all Truth; 
elſe ſhe is not the Church. i 

Nor is it to an ſe to diſtinguiſh the fundamental Ar- 
ticles from the as Ms all, that GOD has reveal'd, muſt 
be retain'd. He has reveal'd nothing to us, that is not very 
important for our Salvation. I am the Lord, which teagheth thee 
profitable things. In the Faith then, which the Church 
muſt be found the fulneſs of the Truths, reveal'd by GOD: 
Otherwiſe ſhe is no longer the Church, that JESUS 
CHRIST founded. 

Thart| particular Perſons may be ignorant of ſome Articles, 
I eafily confeſs ; but the Church: conceals nothing of what 
JESUS CHRIST has reveal'd : - And therefore the Faithful, 
who are ignorant of certain. Articles in particular, confeſs th 
nevertheleſs all in general, when they ſay : I believe. the Uni- 
verſal Church. | 

This, faid I, is the Church, which your Miniſters know 
not. "They teach you, that this viſible and exterior Church 
may ceaſe to be upon the: Earth ; they teach you, that ſhe 
may err in her Decifions; they teach you, that to believe this 
Church, is to believe:'Men : Bur *tis not in this manner , that 
the Church is propog'd to us in the Creed. *T'is there pro- 

'd to us to believe her, as we believe. 1n the Father, and 

the Son, and in the Holy Ghoſt ;' and therefore the Faith 
of the Church is joyn'd. with the Faith of the three Divine 

Theſe things having been faid at ſeveral times, but _— 


them there ; but I cauſed her to read them in the 
of the Diſcipline. 


is propos'd, on Appeals gernpined 6 uP GODs Word, in. 


Hob Aſſembh, being perſwaded, that GOD will prefide in it, and. 
guide you by his Holy Spirit . in af Hb ant Sang 6 the 


: £141. 
State, xs t6 the Church. "Twas there judg'd, That 5+ ; ets the 
Door to all ſorts of AY and Extravagances , took away all 
Remedies, and m ay for the forming as many Religions, as 
Pariſhes.” But, faid 11 iiharever Smoke are held; if we Go not 
believe our ſelves oblig'd to ſubmit our Judgments to Gem, 
we cannot avoid the Inconveniences' of the Independents, and 
the leaving a Doo for the ſerting up as many Religi- 
ons, I do not fi 2 Diew ace Th es, but as there are 
Heads. We mu y Fo come to this Obligation of ſubmitting 
our Judgment to what the Catholic Church teaches. 

Theſe three Acts are taken out of the Book of the Diſci- 
pline, printed at Charenton in the year 1667. 

The fourth is found in a Book of MM: Blondef s, Intitled 
Aftes Autentiques, printed at Amſterdam by Blacu in the year 
x655 

Th a Reſolution of the National Synod of Sainte Foy 1 578. 
which names four Miniſters to meet at an Aflembly, 
was to be treated a Re-union with the Lutherans, by ng 2 
Formulary of Profeſſion of the common Faith. Power was given 
to theſe Miniſters ro decide af Points. of  Doitrin and others, that 
Should be brought into Deliberation, and to conſent to this Confeſſion of 
Faith, even without communicating any farther about it with the 
Churches, if the Time permitted not to do it. From this Act I 
concluded two things: One, "That the- whole. Synod truſted 
their Faith in the Hands of four private Perſons, a thing far 
more extraordinary, than to ſee particulars fubmit to- the - 
whole Church: The other, 'That the Prerended Reformed Church 
| is yer bur little afſur'd of her Confeſfion of Faith, ſince ſhe 
conſents to the changing it, and that 'in Points f i 
as are thoſe, that make the Diſpute with the Lutherans, one of 
which is the Reality. IF the Preterided Reformed hopMl,, that 
the Lutherans would return to: them, there wag no need __ 
new Confeſſion of Faith. What was then: intended , 

That both the one and the: other continuing in their Jenti. 
ments, there ſhould be fram'd a Confeſſion of in which 
borh, Parties might agree ; which - could -not' be done. without 
SHing « or : ſomething efſential'in a Confefſion- of 


' Us, As reaching only the pure Word 
of- GOD: -Wthd oy 


Mademoifete de Duras acknowledged to me, that having ſeen: 
in roy Treatiſe theſe Acts and my RefleRions, which are the 


ſame 


I told her, That td thoſe of bir Religion ated, as 
the Churches Authority infallible and indifpurable ; yer *twas 
true, That they deny'd' this Infallibility - EH 
i wary cio tk 
P how ignorant ſever, d to believe,” That he 
could underſtand rhe Holy Scripture berrer than all the Coun- 
cils, Ae Ca Cs - She ſcem'd afſto- 
niſhe at this Propoſtion. But I ry Aarti” 
believ'd in her Religion ſomething far more which 
was, That there is a Point of Time, when a 
'd todoubr, whether the Scripture w_——_— 
W er the Goſpel s a Truth or a Fable; 


JESUS CHRIST was a Deceiver.,, or a Teacher of 3 
Truth. :When ſhe y | 
Bog pin cop poem 1 je 1 
mention'd, were necellary 


and that I doubted not, but I could force Mr. Claude to-« 1 
I declar'd to her the Reaſons of my Afſertion, and f 
her at the ſame time what a Mark of F Irwas- am 

an: 


them, to ſee, how: on one fade they deny'd, muaſths-. 
beve without ID Cs NONS - 


that ſhe remembred, Fear glu yragoers.- : 
hd ſhe faw not any way-to. mfvr i, th co. ans bo 
heve, but that *twas anſwer'dm her Religi 1:3 
'The Counte(s de Ryze came to tell 
who had promigd to mect me the next = 
having receiv'd a Prohibition. - Madenuiſele de | 
a very great Diſcontent at this 
retir*d and left her with her Siſter ; 
repeat what I had j 
few words, and 


Eau 
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"The next Morning Mademoiſelle de Dura: came to my Houſe 
with a worthy Perſon of her Religion, ' whom-I knew, nanyd 
| Mr. Coton, She had made uſe of him to Mr. Claude to 

the Conference , and he ' brought her word, Mr. Claude 
had accepted it. She deſir'd me to repeat, what Ihad faid the 
day before. I did fo, -and Mr. Coron confeſ#d, he knew not 
what to anſwer , and that he had a great Pafhon -to hear 
; Mr. Claude upon this Point. He and Mademoiſele de Duras made 
me ſome ObjeCtions ing the frequent ,Revolts of the 
People of I5ael, who had fo nr [A forſaken GOD, the Kings 
.and all the Peopleas the Holy Scripture ſpeaks ; during which, 
the publick Worſhip was fo extinCt, that Elyjah thought him- 
ſelf the only Servant of GOD, ill he learnt from GOD him- 
x Kin.Xix. ſelf, that he had reſerv'd to himſelf ſeven thouſand men, which 
v.18: had not bow'd the Knee unto Baal. 

Tothis I anſwer'd, 'That for what ded Elijah , there 
' was no difficulty, ſince *rwas apparent from the very words, 
that it concern'd only I7ae! , where Elijah prophecy'd, and that 
. the Divine Worſhip was fo far from being at that time extinct 
in Fuda, that *rwas there under the Reign of Foſaphar in the 
greateſt luſtre, it had -been ſince Solomon's time. - 'The thing 
paſsd for manifeſt, and I obſerv'd only, how little Sincerity 
there was in the Miniſters to produce ſtill this paſſage, after 

the Cardinal du Perron had given it ſo deciſive an Anſwer. 
As to. what hapned in Fuda it ſelf, I would yet make the 
Objection ſtronger than they had propo?g'd it, by conſidering 
| 2Kin.xvi, the State of GODs People under Ahaz , who ſhut up the 
| | 2 Chron, Temple, caus?d Urijah the Prieſt of the Lord to facrifice to 
| | *XV1!* - Tdols, and fill'd all FERUSALE M with Abominations ; 
| | and afterwards under Manaſſeb, whoſe Impieties tranſcended 
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—on-agy thoſe of Abaz. But to ſhew, that all this made nothing to 


| XXXiij, the queſtion, Ideſn'd 'em only to obſerve, that Iaiah, who 
| liv?d during all the Reign of A4haz, for all thefe Abominations 
| of the King, of the Prieſt Uriah , and almoſt all:the People, 
never ſeparated from the Communion of Fuda, no rot: wh 
did the reſt of the -Prophets, who liv'd at the ſame time, and 
4n all the other': which ſhews, that there is always.a People 
of GOD, from whoſe Communion ?ris never lawfal to fepa» 

Tate. - | | | The 6" 
2 Kin.xxi. *T'is written alſo, that in the time of Manaſfth, GOD fpake 
ve 10. by the Mouth of all his Prophets, and threatned this _— 
| = 


—_ 
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2] | | 
eter ms dg om ordiſſembling them, voſt | 
up Succeſſion was fo.com- 
2 Chron: ſtane, that the Holy Ghoſt "cs Gn Tha Thar GOD. vo 
= ht and marning, and daily adamuonifhet he Prople by the Mouth 
Ms. 2 : 441 gar Ip the forcibleſt expr expreſſion,that can'be imagin'd, 
7. Xxv.v. to ſhew, that the true Faith was never © mnch as one 'mo- 
3>4 ment without , Publication, nor the People without advertifÞ- 

ment. - And that 'twas ſo, we juſt now fam, how in /all the = 

Reign of Ahux, {aiab ceas'd not w propheſy : and:under M4- 

nafſeb , when the Abomination ſcew'd to be mounted to the 


en againſt this People, GOD always remembring the' A- 
| 3. nem Manaſſeb: 'in ett I fay, we have ſeen, 
that GOD made his Prophets ſpeak ; and that a great part of 
the People publickly follow'd them, appears, in that this #m- 
: tie Prices ilS Siege wh; come BO > rake Gan 
v. 16, 1b hats pang wang Holatries. 'T's alfo held, 


ET CE re, color 
RR having lilf'd the\ Prophets, and 40 the e- of Sr. Svepben, 
vs 31,37: who fays.,- That apc aths _ 
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"Tis then manifeſt, fir?, 'That there 'was always a viſible 
Body of GODs People , continu'd by an uninterrupted Suc- 
from the Communion of whom *twas never lawful. to 
ſeparate. Secondly, Always a Succeſſion of High Prieſts and 
Prieſts deſcended from Aarow , and Levites iflued from. Levi 
fo that there was never any need of GODSs railing up People 
in an extraordinary- manner. 'Thirdly, *Tis no leſs evident, 
That the true Faith has always been publickly declar'd, and 
that there cannot be' any. one moment 'd, in which the 
Profeffion of it has not'been- as clear as the Light of- the Sun: 
a thing, which ſhews, how much they are deceiv'd, who be- 


lieve, that, for tokeep up thie exterior State of the Church, tis 


Teachers-of: the Truth. For if there be any Time, that the 
Profeffion of Faith has ceas'd in the Church, her Condition is 
ſo much worſe than that of the S , as ſhe loſes from 
that moment-the Succeſſion, as I faid.” SOS 

After I had ſpoken theſe things, there was ſome time em-* 
ploy'd-in paſſing them over again: and im the mean time the 
to the Conference, which, if I lik'd jt, ſhould be-ar her Hou 
about Three's Clock. : 


Was at the Rendez-vous, where I met Mr. Claude. We 


- began by mutual Civilities,and he on his part teſtify'd a gre: 
«ac this, 1 entred into the Mas, by TE 


| ing the Explication, of the! four Acts, tranſcrib'd in my 


Book, and mention'd here before. 
Afeer.L bad in few words explain'd the Difficulty , as it is 


propog'd in the Expoſition, and repeated, what I had faid to 


Maderoifalle de Duras, 1 added, That Mr. Claude. ought. to be 
ſoqmuch the more ready to anfier it,, in that what I ſaid, was 
not. at all.new to him , ſince in all qr tbe Heer we -- 


the Expoſeies bad faln into his hands ; and't a great 
farisfattion, im.an Entertainment of the Nature of this, to be 


afſur'd, there would be no Surpriſe. _ | 
Mr. Claude took up the Diſcourſe,, and. having reiterated all 
his former Civilities m. terms yet-more obliging, he declar'd at 
Grit, that all I had objeced-from their Diſcipline and Synods 
mn. wy Treatiſe, and alſo. at preſent, was very ſincerely oo 
| ted, 
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Religion agreed with ns, and 


ng, in which apreed 
with the Iidependehts * With us,- That L0G of 


ar4 neceflary and uſeful, and that ſome Subordiation muſt be 
eſtabſhr: With the Independenes, Thar theſe Aﬀemblies, how 


regret are riot therefore Infallible. Mon. fo 


'd to condemn the Sndependener, who 4 not 
ity, bur alſo the Utley and Nee yp 6 


is bd 6 Subaetanion is it thi, fad he, that 


== conſiſts. He added, That to embditain it, was in 
to 


overthrow Order, and mhake way for as many Reli- 


gions, as there were Pariſhes, becauſe all means of kgs 
were taken 'away by it. Whenee he concluded, 


they agreed Eccleſiaſtical Aﬀernblies nor-to.be Inifallible. Means; 


yer *rwas ſufficient for the niaitaining of then,arid confletaninig 


the Independents, that they were uſeful ones. 


For the Synod of Sathre F4, the Witter there agitated was 
either to render the Lurherans more traftable by making ther, 
faid he, approach to us ; or hbwever "to' eftabliſh- a mutual 
Toleration ; which: obligd us riot to ſuppreſs - any thing © in; 
or add #ny thing to the 'Confelfian of Faith" which was al- 
ways held 7 unalterable. And that beſides, thd full Power 
was given to four Miniſters, yet T well knew, that fach AQ 
were always fubje& to Ratification, 'In cafe the Proxies went 
beyond their Inſtrudtions : Witneſs the Ratifications LR 
in the Treaties, agreed by ' the PI 
and other like Examples, in which there is proved a Condi: 
on to obtain the Princes Rartification, a Condition., which; 
__ being expreſt , & naturally fixr ro ſich Procurati- 


"WAfret he had fitd thelt things in a Dilkourſ/ of fofEcienr 
= , very clear, and well compos'd, he added, THY 
1 me b5 uitable, as to wwitdes willingly, that , 
ebb in which I ſhould be to explain wo li in nth 
and.our Councels, 'rwould'be fit, he ſhould yequieſce in what 
I ſhould tell him of them, fo *twas: no” leſs jaft, I ſhould -reft 
fatisfy'd with his Explication of the: Artidles ' of their Diſci- 
pline, . and Setimerits of their Relipion, it being certain, that 
a OP 'cin, bat what he had «fora 


to me. 


I I rephy'd 


; \thar; in'this I 
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there was no need of framing a Confeffion of: common Faith, 
bur only of Eftabliſhing this 'Toleration by a Synodal Decree, as 


had been done at Charenton. 


, Mr. Clande anſwer'd, that* the Point of DoQrin'to be de- 
cided was, Whether a mutual Toleration might be eſtabliſhr, 
and that the Confeſſion of common Faith would have' done 
nothing elſe, but declar'd this - Toleration : Which he deny'd 
not but it might be done m 'a Synod, as I muſt grant, that it 
might alſo be done in a Confeſſion of Faith, where there 


ſhould have been an expreſs Article to that purpoſe. 


I anſfver'd him, 'That this could never be call*d a Confeſ- 
ſion of common Faith ; and askt him, Whether he thought 
the Lutherans, or they, ſhould have retrench'd any thing of 
what the one faid for. the Reality, and the _— it. He 


-anſiver'd me,No. And then,faid I, each party would have conti- 


nu'd in the Terms of their own Confeſſion of Faith,having no- 
thing common but the Article of 'Tolkeration. There were, ſaid 
he,many other Points, in which we agreed. *T'is granted, an- 
fwer'd I; - but *rwas not/about theſe Points, the Accord 
was to be made : the Queſtion' was about the Reality, and 
ſome others, on which there: could not be made 'a Confeſſion 
of common Faith, except one of the Parties chang'd, orboth 
agreed -upon ambiguous Expreſſions, which each might draw 
to their own Opinions ; a thing, that had been oft attempted, 
as Mr. Claude himſelf could not but owne. He granted it, and - 
related alſo the Aſſembly of 'Marbourg , and ſome others, held 
for that purpoſe, I concluded then, 'That I had veafon to be- 
lieve, the Synod of Sainte Foy had a like Deſign, -and that 
*would have been to mock the World to call that 'a Confeſfion 
of common Faith, which ſhould have made. appear fuch ma- 
nifeſt oppoſitions on 6 important Points of the' Chriſtian Do- 
Arin. To which I farther added, *rwas fo' mich the more 
certain, 'That a Confeſſion of 'Faih'was, as I faid, really in 
agitatigp, in that the Lurherans having already ſeveral times 
declard againſt a Toleration, there was nothing to be expe&t- 
ed/ from them, bur by the Means, 'of which I ſpake; The 
Matter- reſted 'there ; and I only ſaid,” That« every ane need 
but conſider , what he ought" to thinkin his Conſdience-of 
a Confeffion'of Faith, which a whole' National 'Synod had con- 
ſented to change. | ELON ES | 
Whae 


4 a . of La & rn 
Lo ba i! "SE 
£3 e 11 p 
* 


. 
þ - 


Tus). 
is forneching indubitable. . "Bur when there - ſhall be few in 
Councels Cabals , Fadtions', different Intereſts , * may with 
reaſon be doubred, Whether in ſuch an Aﬀerably there will 
not be mixt human and doubrful. Pray, Sir, faid1, 
lt us ſer aſide whats good for nothing bur 'to-throw dult in 
ones Eyes. All, you fay of Cabals, Factions, Intereſts, is 
abſolutely to no purpoſe, and conſequently ſerves only to per- 
plex.” "There 1s , ſaid Mr. Claude, more tothe purpoſe. 
And ans are anſwer! I, Thar. your if will grant, there's 
lefs to the purpoſe. For I ask you, Sir, Suppoſing 
_ uld appear in the Councel neither Fadtions nor Ca- 
bals : ; ſuppoſing alſo one were afſur*d, that there were not any, 
and that all paiſs'd 'm Order, mult one- receive the Decifion 
I — He was fainto anfiver, No. Whence 
I immediatly concluded: I had then reaſon to fay, Tharal, 
you alledg'd,; as wely conliderable, concerning FaQtions = 


cel, th6:aflembled ifrom the four quirters of the World ;\and 
than! all the Df dats thy Peep Lp 4 
ted rwice or thrice he 'had - 
Fins ll ene: tronger- Chermnlicnce ; but contain'd, 
im what was accorded; What,” ſaid 1, betrer: than all the reft 
of 'the Church together, (acid than'all' her *Aﬀemnblies , *thd 
compotd of ithe holieſt:andmeſt -Yurainaved perſons in the 
Univerſe 2 For all theſe are ſtill but men, after whom, accord- 
ing to: your Doin, every -one-ought- ſtill to exarnin. ' A*pri- 
vate perſon ſhall billoke, dane ters Have more Grace, 'more 
Ligks, in: fine, +more” of "the Holy" Ghoft than all the 
of the Church't: (ll his anal” pals ;/an/T right have = 
added, maore than ache Peters) det thet ul the paſt Ages, 
reckoning ithmediatly- from the Apoſtles times. 'But, proceed- 
ed, # hol hw knead ue ond 


es ee 
rites, 5 nr | DO te 0d hs , 
which -:are Means ro hiriler' ſo es 'Evils, Means motcir 
bible: » bur" ajbrevthachels profane , &'T have faid: ' For thd a 
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[28], 
the authoritative Deciſion, which you will no more. have than 
they : you are then wholly conformable, and you'ought not to 
have condemn'd them. You ſee not then, Sir, ſaid Mr.Cl/aude, 
'That we deny not, but there. is an Authority in Synods, ſuch 
an one as the Paternal Authority, ſuch an one- as the Aytho- 
rity of Magiſtrates, ſuch an one as the. Authority, a Maſter 
has over his Scholar, . and a Paſtor over his Flock ; all theſe 
Authorities have their uſe, and are not to be rejected under 
pretence, That the Fathers, Magiſtrates and Maſters may be 
deceiv'd : *ris the ſame then with the Authority of the Church. 
Bur, Sir, anſwer?d I, the Independents deny not the Authority 
of Magiſtrates, nor the Authority of Maſters over their Scho- 
lars, nor that of Paſtors over their Flocks. "They have Paſtors, 
Sir, for whom they require no leſs than you, that there ſhould - 
be ſome Deference had; and much more will they not deny, 
but it ought to be h4d fora whole Synod. If then you accuſe 
them of denying the Authority of Synods , you muſt add 
ſomething to what they believe, and there is nothing to be ad- 
ded, but what we believe, which is, 'That we muſt ſubmit to 
them withour. examining, oP oo TR IE 

Afr this, for a little time we did nothing on both ſides bur 
repeat the ſame things. Which having caus'd Mr.Claude to ob- 
ſerve, I faid to him,In fineSir,we ſhould diſpute without end ;, 
every. one has nothing more to do, 'but to examin in his Con-. 
ſcience, and before GOD, whether he thinks himſelf capable 
to underſtand” the ' Scripture better than all Councels, and 
all the reſt of the Church, 'and how. ſach an Opinion, can 
agree with the Docility and Humility of -GODs Children. 1 
inculcated in few words, what a Pride it, was for one to be- 
lieve, . he could underſtand GODs Word. better than all the 
reſt of the Church, and how after this, nothing hindred. the 
being of as many Religions, as there are Heads,  ; : .- 

"Mr. Claude here told mb, 8 wonder'd,this Propoſition, Fouls 
appear fo ſtrange to me, 'That a private perſon might believe, 
be night "Ws. to underſtand the Holy Scri __ than 


y; eng Hetter, 0 
the whole Church affembled ; That the Caſe Hy $29 and. 
he could give me many Examples of it; :The firſt in the Coun- 
cel of Ariminum, where the Word Conſubſtantial. was re; 


and Arianiſm ſet up. 1 interrupted him, faying : Whither do 
you carry us., Sir? From the Councel of Armin you will 


bring, 
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bring. ws; t0'the: fall Comad of phys 
Conftance,.. to that of Baſil, to thay of 'Trens' 
bee done; m9.008 love-pet optecl ul Dory 
on, ſince our Queſtion: may be determin'd'by ſomething 
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ding to Order. Ha, Sit; reply'd 'Mr. Claude; 
do not we fay, That the Councel of-Trens was neither free nor 


if you will, che Council of Ariminum ; ſee. 


it condemn'd- JESUS CHRIST, and y declar'd; 
that he was not the Meſſia, promis'd by the Pre 3 

me , Sir , would not a private perſon, who: ſhould then have 
believ'd our Lord tobe the true CHRIST have judg'd better; 


dubitable Caſe, in which ;on! 
what you think fo 


tis no 
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That he wil not: have Dominion over thejr Faith. 


ought yet leſs"to do it than he. We muſt not then believe 


her fimply on her Word ; * we muſt examin after her ,- and 
make uſe of our Reafon, as thoſe of Berea did, who examin'd 
the Scri to ſee, whether the things were there, as St. 
Paul had preacht them. | | 
When Mr. Claude held his Peace, Here, faid I, are many 
-things : But we muſt firſt take in hand this indifputable Ex- 
ample, you have propos'd to us. Upon this I remonſtrated to 
-him, Thar the Chriftien Church had great Privitedges above 
the Synagogue, even conſidering the Synagogue in "the time 
of its greateſt Glory : But not to mention this, *rwas a ſtrange 
thing t® compare the Synagogue falling, at the very, Moment, 
when its Hardning and Reprobation was clearly markt by the 
Prophets, with the Chrytian Church, which was never to fall. 
Bur in fine, Sir, reply'd he, one might have then made to this 
private Perſon the ſame Argument, you make to us. To al- 
ledge the Prophets was to no for *rwas concernin 
the Application of theſe Prophecies to JESUS CHRIST, 
that the S doubted. Thus a private Perſon could 
no more believe m JESUS CHRIST, without beli 
at the fame time, that he underſtood the Scripture! better than 
all the Synagogue ; and this is the Argument, you. make to 


us. 

There were but few People at the Conference , and they 
were all Hugonots, except the Mareſchalleſs De Lorge. I faw 
two of theſe Gentlemen look on one another at this place with 
Complacence. TI was toucht, thar a Reafoning, fo vihbly ill, 
ſhould make ſuch an Impreſfion on theſe Spirits ; and I be- 
ſought GOD to grant me the Grace, that I might by ſome- 
thing, that ſhould be clear, d the odious Compariſon, 
which was made of his always well-beloved Church with the 
faithleſs Synagogue -at that very Moment, he had affign'd' for 
her Divorce. | : NP TA 

You fay then, Sir, faid I to Mr. C/aude, that the Argument 
I make, may authoriſe the Error of thoſe private Perſons, who 
condemn'd JESUS CHRIS T' on the Faith of the Syna- 
gogue, and on, the contrary condemn thoſe ' of Pre 7 
who bgliev'd JESUS CHRIST alone 'before the whole yin - 
- gogue. Yes, Sir, faid he, the thing" is fo, repeating his Dif 

+ . courſe 


cerning the time, when JESUS CHI was condemnd., 
muſt be faid, that far ate any exterior Means, 
certain Authority , to which - one ought ly. to 1 
Now, Sir, who can fay this, ſmce JESUS CHRIST was upon 
the Earth, that js, the Truth it ſe vhich arpeer flv in 
the midſt of Men, the Eternal Son of GOD; to whom 2 
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ing able to fay , That there was not then a. certain exterior 

cans, or. ſpeaking Authority, to which Men were oblig*d 
to ſubmir their Judgments, that you muſt avow, there was one, 
the higheſt, and moſt infall:ble, that ever was, which is that 
of JESUS CHRIST'; and fo that there was never any time, 

- when the Argument, I uſe againſt the Proreſtanes,. | leſs be 
made, which is, That they want an exterior infallible Means 
to determine Doubts about the Scriptures” 

Aﬀer I had faid this, I perceiv'd, there was no Reply to be 
made me. In effe&, There was not a Word faid to me \-# 
on it, thd I held my Peace, to hear what Anſwer would 
made. | 

I will not fay, that Mr. C/aude ſtood filent, *tis an Effe&t not 
much to be expected in Conferences of this nature. He re- 
peated ſomething of what he had already faid, and infiſted 
afreſh on what the Apoſtle himſelf had declar'd, That he had 
not Dominion oyer the Conſciences. - 

I was glad, thathe return'd to this Paſlage, which I had 
an intent of Explicating at firſt ; but was fain to go to what 
was moſt prefling,' which was the Example of the Sy ; 
"This being done, I only askt Mr. Claude, whether the Apoltles 
Meaning, when he ſaid to the Corinthians, We have not Domins- 
on over your Faith , was, that they muſt .examin after him. 
He faw. well, that it was not, and confeſt it. I concluded, 
Nor does the Church, Sir, pretend to have Dominion over 
the Faith, when ſhe requires us to believe it in her Deciſt- 
ons, becauſe ſhe gives not this Authority to her ſelf, no more 
than St. Pau! did, but to the Holy Ghoſt, who inſpires her. 
 Youcqual then, faid Mr. Claude, to St. Paul, Author of the 
Revelation, the Church, which is but the bare . Interpreter. 
.No, Sir, reply'd I, I equal not the Church 'to St. Paul ; but 
I Gy, that to pretend, one ought tq be Believ'd without ex- 
amining, when one thinks to a& only as an Inffrument, of 
which the Holy Ghoſt makes uſe, is not 'to have Dominion 
over the Conſcience, as the Example of St. Pal demonſtrates. 
Beſides, 1 pretend not to equal the Churches Authority to the 
Apoſtolical. The Apoſtles were Authors of rhe Revelation , 
as you have very well faid ; that is, they firſt receiv'd the 
Truths, which it pleas'd GOD to reveal: The Church is on- 
1y the Interpreter and Depoſitary. But faving this eſſential 
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EWS --.- 
Diflrnce berween the Apoſtles and the Church, 1 fay, That 
the Chyrch is as much inſpir'd to Interpret, as the were 
to Eſtabliſh; and that ho Yam hen wt ſl rar 
the ſame Spirir, which gave the firſt Revelation a £273 wth 
ſhe no more exerciſes Dominion over the Conſciences i in Inter 
preting, than the Apoſtles did in Eftabli : Bur thar both 
the one and the other cauſe the Holy to have Domi- 
nion over them, according to the Meaſiire , which is given 
to every one. It muſt be prov'd, faid Mr. Claude, that the 
Church has receiv'd a like Grace There's no need of pro- 
ving, anſver'd- I immediately ; 'tis ſufficient to ſhew, that 
the Paſſage, you alledge, is not concludi 

To this there was nothing faid.- But, "Erennibin well, 
Mr. Claude exaggerated a little, how Fans it was, that. we 
would oblige. Men to believe the Church, like GOD himlef, 
upon har bars Word, without making uſe, for the Interpre- 
tation of Scripture, of the Reaſon, GOD has given us; that 
thoſe of Beres did not fo; and that the Apoſtle, according to 
our Opinion, was pt rs ON cxamin his 


Pa, That there was a very pon 
tween the Faithful, already Children of 
jeRed to her Authority, ad tho 10: Nl outs, Tier 
they ſhould enter into her Boſom : "That thoſe of Ber.es were 
in this laſt Condition, and the Apoſtle would not by any means 
propoſe to 'em the Churches > of wich ey deed: 
But that the Faithful were not ſame man- 
ner after the Councel of 28k "There the Apaics de 
ded by Authority of the Holy Ghoſt: It har ſceme 


fay they, to the Holy Ghoſt, and to us. What do Paul $6. 9- 38. 


lar, Carriers of the Councels' Lenter after this ? Thy wo 
through the Cities, as "tis in. the As: What, to cauſe the Coun- 
cel of Feruſalem's Decree to be there examin®d-? *T'would have 

fates » Fear: the Holy Ghoſt himſelf, What then? 
hoy eniprovyfeatſ 
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miſfion without examining in thoſe, who, being already'in 
the Church, are only to. hear her Decrees. - "T's their Hap- 
pineſs to be in a Body, which, guided by the Holy ' Ghoſt, 
can never be deceivd, and by that means be deliver'd from 
the Danger of an Examen, the end of which would perhaps 
be Error. | | 

'The Conference had already laſted four Hours. I already 
had from Mr. C/aude's Acknowledgment .one of the Propoſitions, 
F would make him confeſs, to wit, "That every particular Per- 
fon ought to believe, he may underſtand the Holy Scripture 
better than the Univerſal Councels; and all the reft of the 
Church. He muſt yet own the other Propoſition, no leſs Im- 
portant ; and ſee how GOD brought him to it. 

As he had ſpoken much of this Dominion of the Church o- 
ver Conſciences, repeating three or four times, That we 
ye her the Reſpe&, which was due to none but GOD a- 

e, when we believ'd her without Examining, 1 teld him, 
he need not make fo ftrange of a thing, which they did, as 
well as we; and wpon that I askt him, Whether a Believer at 
his firſt Receiving the. Holy Scripture from.the Church were 
oblig'd firſt to doubt, and after to examin, whether the Book, 
ſhe put into his Hand, were_ truly infpir'd by GOD or no. 
If this Believer exatnins and doubts , he renounces the Faith, 
and begins the reading of the Goſpel by an .A&t of Infidelity; 
and it he Youbrs not, he then'receives, without examining, the 
Authority-of the Church, which preſents. him the Goſpd. 

Tothis ſce'Mr. Claude*s Anfiver. The Believer, you ſuppoſe, 
who has not read the Holy Scripture, and into whoſe Hands 
tis put, 'to'ſpeak properly, doubts not, he is ignorant : He 
knows not, what this Scripture 'is, which, he is told, is in{pir'd 
by GOD. _ He has heard his Father, and thoſe, who inſtrufted- 
him, fay, That 'twas 'divinely infpir'd : He yet .knows no. 0- 
ther Authority -but theirs ; and as for what- concerns the Scri- 

re, the knows not, 'what it is. Thus he cannot be ſaid to be 

ratio Incredulous. And pray, Sir, faid he, let me 
make you the ſame Argument upon the Church, as you mak; 
me upon” the Scripture. The Believer, to whom the Churches 
Authority is propos , cither believes it without examining, of- 
doubts : * If he doubts, he is an Infidel ; Tf he doubts not, by 
what Anthority is *he- affur'd ? Ts the- Churches — 


+? This is your Difficulty | 
well as I: either let us quit "em reſolve %m both 
together, I declare to you, that I will atifwer for the Seri- 
you, 
the 


pture,what you ſhall anfiver me for the Church. 

I underſtand you, anfrer'd L but —_ I explain to 
how the Chriſtian believes -the Church, let us firſt ſrtle 
Matter, that is in queſtion. Is it not ev 
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IT certainly age that, what rb os read, is 60D! 
Ward? My. Claide anfwer'd here, "That thoſe, of whom'I fpake 
to him, had yet no divine Faith concerning the Authority of 
the Scripture, but « bare human Perfiraon, grounded on the 
Deference? they had for their Parents, and that they were but 
Catechumens. >. prog ,Sif? ſaid LYou — _ 
f. are Ch#iſti are ; they have 
Dann the Hep Ghats ad £60 ad hey et 
Covenant, according to you; ve reteiv'd Baptiſm, 
Seal of the Covenant, to which they are adrnitrd 3 | 
Covenant is ſeal'd in them by the exterior Seal 
ou Doches Upon © Apo; ages 
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infpird by GOD, A. 
cotulition © mike with he whole Clinld wall 

I believe, that this Scti 
#5, Mr. Cliwde 
Frer'd, "That they had yer only 

Seripane, and that Divine Faith came not to thein, © bon 
hid read it. - If they have, faid 1, but an humin Perfivs 

ve but a dotbiful Perfiraiior and conſequent 
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are barely ignorant'; and you muſt alſo ſay as much of the 
Faith, one has in the Church: -For 'tis not a matter of ſmall 
- difficulty, to diſcern, which is the true Church'; and before 
one is in 2 condition to know it of ones ſelf, one is ignorant of 
it; or. one has at moſt but a bare human Perſwaſion on the 
Faith. of ones Parents. Thus once again, what, you ſhall fay 
upon the Church, I will ay to you upon the Scripture. Let us 
ſee, Sir, anfwerd-I, whether you will fay it, or whether you. 
will have reaſon to fay it.. You acknowledge then, That a bap- 
tiz'd Chriſtian , who has neither read the holy Scripture, nor 
; heard it read, is not in condition to make this ACt of Faith : 
 T believe, that this Scripture is GODs Word, as I believe, that GOD 
&. Behold a terrible Inconvenience, that a Believer: cannot 
make fo eflential an Act of Faith. *Tis not ſo amongſt us: 
For the Believer, who receives the Holy Scripture from the 
Hands of the Church, makes with the whole Church this A&t 
of Faith : As I believe, that GOD is, ſo I believe, that this Scri- 
Pure is the Word of him, in whom I beljeve. And I fay, that he 
cannot make this A&t of Faith but by the Faitl he has al- 
ready in the Authority of the Church, which preſents him the 
Scripture. I muſt here, proceeded I, throughly explicate, but 
{imply nevertheleſs, in what Order Chriſtians are inſtrufted con- 
cerning the 'Truth of the Scripture. I ſpeak not of Infidels, I 
ſpeak of baptiz;d Chriſtians ;, and I deſire: you to obſerve well 
_ this Diſtintion. "There are twothings here 'to be confider'd. 
The one is ; who it is, that inſpires us with the Act of Faith, 
by which we believe the Holy Scripture as GODs Word; 
and we ſay, that 'tis the Holy Ghoſt : On this we are agreed. 
The other thing to be conſider'd, is, what exterivr Means the 
Holy Ghoſt uſes to make us believe the Holy Scripture ; and 
I fay, 'That 'tis the Church. Thar it is fo, we need only fee 
the Apoſtles Creed, that is, the firſt Inſtruttion, which a Be- 
liever.xeceives : He has not read the Holy Scripture, and al- 
ready WM believes in GOD, and in JESUS CHRIST, and in 
the Holy Ghoſt, and the Univerſal Church. There is no 
mention. made to, him of the Scripture ; but the believing the 
Univerſal Church. is propos'd to him, as ſoon as the believing in 
the Holy Ghoſt. "Theſe two Articles enter together into his 
Heart, the Holy Ghoſt and the Church; becauſe he, who be- 
lzeves in the Holy Ghoſt, neceflacily alſo believes. the _ 
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fl Church, which the Holy Ghoſt diredts. - 1 Gthen; tha 
the firſt AR of Faithy which. thei Ho Mev 7 2 
Hearts of Baptiz'd Chriſtians ,-1s to | beli the: Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt, the Univerſal Church ; rar drteea 
the exterior Means, by which the Holy Ghoſt inſnuates inco | 
Hearts the Belief of the Holy Scripture. IF rhis\-Means/ is not - 
certain, the Faith in the Sgri will conſequently be doubr- 
ful. Butas the Catholic has ahrays 


cos GOD «1s, I believe, that GOD: has ſpokgn 'to men, and that this 
cripture is -bis Ward, And the Reaſon, for which he can at. 
make this A&t of Faith, is, becauſe he never doubted of 
ra ears Authority , and becauſe this 1s manor e-g 


is not preciſely our Queſtion :. ——— ſee, he 

always believes ir, ſince "tis the firſt thing , the Has Cie 

Omg ay 7 ay mg wg which makes 
believe the Holy Scripture, "The Scripture; of - 

never offers to doubt, ſince he never doubted of the -Church, 

which preſents it to him. . This, Sir, Lypeairs ag me -{ 

cauſe *tis not yours, you neceſſarily fall into the Inconveni- 


ence, I have noted : Mags yen chi 
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Creed, ſpake like a. Parrot, w -he 
kid ; Are ceaiy runes» > br 17 
ſides, that I affirm'd gratis, That to believe the Univerſal 
| Church was the firſt AR of Faith, which the Holy Ghoſt pur 
into the Heart of the Baptiz'd Chriftien, to inſuware to him 
by that means Faith in the Holy Scripture : "hat 
anfwer?d. not, what he askt me 

how we to believe her; for,faid he, T 
the Princi \ and not the Motive of] mg : 
crefore,.. I ſhould explicate ,* 


8%] | 
|of Ypoaking it ſeen'd, as' if we beliey'd her by Enthuſiaſtn, 
and without any | Motive inducing us fo to, do. 
' To this I anſwered, F pretended not, 'That the Church 
was believ'd by Enthuſiaſm; That for the acknowledging 
her there were divers Motives of Credibility , which the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt ſuggeſted: to his Faithful, as he plea&d ; "That he was 
not ignorant of themz but they were not now in Queſtion. Out 
Buſineſs now 'is, faid I. ro know, whether the exterior Means, 
' Which the Holy Ghoſt ' uſes to make us believe the Holy 
Scripture; is not the Churches Authority. I ſpeak not gratis 
-when I fax, Thar this is the firſt thing, which the Holy Ghoſt 
puts in the Hearts of baptiz'd Chriſtians ; for in the Creed there 
'38 mention'd to them the Univerſal Church, and ſhe is propos'd 
to their Belief, without ſpeaking to them of the Seripttire. *Tis 
+to no purpoſe roſfay, That Children repeat at firſt, like Par- 
rots, both the Creed, atid the Namie of the Univerſal Church. 
Let us leave, faid I the Parrot, thar ſpeaks only by Metho- 
Fy :. Let tis come to the time, when the Chriſtian has the uſe 
.of Reaſon, and when he cari rtiake an A& of Faith. By what 
hall he begin, bur by what .he began to be inſtructed? He be- 
lieves then the Univerſal Church, he believes the -Seri- 
pture. In effedt, make, I do not fay a Child, bur any Man 
whoſoever, read the Canticle of Canticles, in which thete is 
not. the leaſt mention of GOD, either good or bad: In 
.carrieſt, He believes this Book inſpir'd by GOD, only becauſe 
of the Tradition ; Firſt, of the Synagogue, and Setondly, of 
'the Chriftian Church, that is in one word, through the Autho- 
Tity of the Univerſal Church. Bur let us keep to our Point. 
Let us conſider the C/1oft54n in the "Moment, when the Holy 
Scripture is propos'd to him as the Word: of GOD; *Tis the 
Holy Ghoſt, which makes him believe it 3 we are' agreed-of 
thar Point : But we difpixze about the &tterior Means, of 
which the Holy Ghoſt makes uſe. IT fay, That 'tis the Chutth, 
fince *ris ſhe 1m effeft, which propoſes to hit the Holy Scti- 
pture; {ſince he: believ'd the Church, before he Hexrd of the 
Scripture ; ſince at his opetiitig the Scriptare, he 1s tn Cotidfi; 
tion to fay : T belitve” Wry-Seriprure, ks" belitot, that GOD 7. 
You fay, That he 'vethot miake this Adt'of Faith: He'is then 
no Believer, and his Baptiſt is of --nd'4H8 re hit. We Yult 
mitrukt him as an Iifidel; faying to him: Here. ts the Seriprure, 
which 
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which T lalieve inſpd by GOD; | read i Child, expmirut ; fin, 
whether it be the wory,, Truth 'or #" Fable '1The Chinels\\Geltenies ue 
enfpird ly GOD; Hue the Charch way: betredd';" aniiochob ae 
not in condition 20: makg with hey this worry recs 
that G OD 4s, fo T believe, that be ' binſoff 

If this manner of I es er Hrerin's 
farſt to make-an' - Scripeare;'x 
#0 him by ' 'ahe Clurd; Fa pon = 
the Church not deceiv'd in giving him this Scripture.” "A* 
he reodives from her the Scripture; he/ receives” from ther'2he 
Interpretation 6f it ; and ſhe no emiore. exerciſes" Dominion o- 
-ver the Conſciences in | her Children - to-belicve-her 
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one es Poerrane Sar marr he the- 
and at the firſt he even-: —— 'Now- 
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err in taking a falſe Church: for the true;. but believe. at leaſt, 
as indubitable., > That the true -Church,: whereſoever ſhe. 'is, 
muſt be'believ'd -and. that ſhe never. deceives' her; Children, 
Youare, faid I to him, 'much fartheroff /; for I canlay to your 

e, That you'do. nat. only, likethe Greeks and Ethiopians, 
take falſe Church for a true ; but, what is undeniable, and 
what you your. ſelf confeſs, That you - will not have us even 
believe therrue. After this DiſtinCtion, which ſeem'd necefla- 
ry to me, let us come to your: Difficulty. Let us diſtinguiſh in 

e Belief of the Greeks, and other falſe Churches, what there 
15 of 'T ruth, what they have.in common with the true Univer- 
Gl Church'z ina word,” what comes from: G O D,' from that, 
which comes from human Prejudice.  GOD-by his Holy Spi- 
rit puts in;;the Heaft ;of - thoſe, who, are baptiz?d -in theſe 
Churches, "That there is a' GOD, -and/a JESUS CHRIST), and 
an Holy Ghoſt. Hitherto there is no [Error ; all this'is from 
GOD: Is it not true? 'He agreed it, They believe alſo, "That 
there is an Univerſal Church: Are they not right in this, and 
4s it not a Truth, - reveal'd by GOD, that there is one indeed? 
+ expplind Acknowledgrent, -and after he' had. given it, I 
4 , Thar the Greeks and: Ethiopians were diſpos'd to believe 
' without examining, whatever the true Church propos'd to'em. 
This is, what you approve [not,. Sir; in_ this you are ſeparated 
from all other Chriſtians, who unanimouſly believe, That there 
154 true Church, which never deceives her Children. I, who 
believe this with them, ;reckon this Belicf amongſt: the things, 
. which come from GON: But ſee, -where the' human: Prejudices 
begin, This Bapriz?d, being ſeduc'd by: his Parents andiPa- 
ſtors, believes the Church, in.which he -15,- to! be: the true, 'and 
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them ; and there will be an cternal Difference between 


Church, in which they are, with the Faith of the true Church, 
which the Holy Ghoſt has put in their Hearts with the 

15 not now in debate "us ſufficient, 

all the Baptiz?d a Belief of Church, which 

rom GOD, diſlinguiſhe from the Thought, which romes'w 
them from Men. "This being fo, 1 affirm, That to this Belief 
of the Church , which the Holy Ghoſt puts in our Hearts 
with the Creed, is fixt a firm Faith, That we maſt believe 
this Church as certainly , as the Holy Ghoſt, to whom the 
Creed it ſelf immediately joins her ; and that this Faith itithe 
Church is the Cauſe, the Believer never-doubts of the 'Scri- 
pture. | 


- 


I ſtopt a moment, to ask, whether I were underſtood.” 
Claude anfwer'd, That he underſtood me perfe&ly. "A: 
it be fo, faid I tohim, you oughtto ſee the Inconvenicnce, i 
which your Belief caſts you; and you ought'alſo to ſee, "That 
in the fame by mine. You not only fay; That we 


believ 
one without examining whar the ſays; and in 
is you ſpeak againſt all other Chriftion. Mademoiſelle d+ Du- 
ras d, ſaying: in this place: 'This is, what muſt be 
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anfiver'd by, Ay or No. I ſaid it indeed,” anfiver'* Mr. Claude, 
and I did not to fay it at firſt.” So much the better, re- 
plyd I. We ſhall ſoon. ſee, which'of us two has Reaſon, and 
in the clear State, - things have been 'pur in by - our reciprocal 
Diſcourſes, the -T'ruth will ſoon appear on one {ide or other.” - 
From the time, you lay it down for certain, 'That the Church, 
even the true one may deceive us, the Faithful cannot believe 
on the Churches fole Faith, That the Scripture is'the- Word of 
- GOD. He may believe it with an human” Faith, anfiver'd 
. Mr. Claude, but not with a divine Faith; Bur! human Faith, 
reply'd I,. is: always defeRtive, and duubting : He' doubts then, 


G 


[ 


[42] 
whether the Scripture be inſpiz'd by GON, ono. Mr. Claude 
here pray'd me to. remember, what he had already -ſaid, That 
he was not in Doubt, but. in Ignorance. As a Man, faid he, 
not skill'd in Diamonds, being ſhewn one, and. askt, whether 
he believes. it. to:be good or bad.; knows. nothing of it,, nei- 
ther is he m Doubt, but in. Ignorance. In like manner, when. 
a Maſter teaches ſome. Opinion. in Philoſophy, the Scholar, who 
underſtands not yet, what he means, has no formal Doube,. 
but is. in- a bare Ignorance. So ivit with thoſe, to whom the 
Holy Scripture is the firſt time given, And I, faid I, affirm, 
'That he doubts, and, that he, who is not skill'd'in Diamonds, . 
doubts, whether that, , which is preſented to him, be good or 
bad, and. that the Scholar, with Reaſon doubts of all,. his| Ma- 
ſer in Philoſophy. tells, him,, till he ſees it clear,. becauſe bebe» 
lieves not his Mzſter Infallible ; and by the ſame Reaſon, he, 
who believes not. the Church Infallible,, doubts of the 'T ruth of 
GODs Word, which ſhe. propoſes. to him, This is. call'd 
Ignorance, and: not Doubt, {till ſaid: My. Glawde: And: I made 
this Argument... To doubt, is-not to know, whether: a thing be 
or not. The Chriſtian, of whom we ſpeak, knows not, whe+ 
ther, the Scripture be true- or no : Heis then-in. Doubt. Tell 
me, what is.it; to.doubt,, but. not to. know, whether athing.be 
or.no ? To. this there waz no Anſfiver, buti that this: Chnſtiaon 
did not in-any ,manner-.daybs of tha - Scripture,, bur: was anhjs 
ignorant of it, But,, hid Iz, he is-notlike an: Inhdel;. who 
haps. never-heard. any. mention of it. He knows, That the 
Goſpel of St. Mazthew and;St., Pax's. Epiltles-are: read mm; ther 
Church as GODs Word, . and that none. of the Faithful doubr 
it. Can he believe with. them, as, certainly, as . lie believes. 
GOD is, Thar this Word-8,infpird\by GOD? You have ſaid; 
'Fhat he cannot make this Act of Faith: He, that cannot make 
an ACt of. Faith on an. Article, prepes'd:to hun, . makes atleaſt, . 
as I may fo. fay, an. Act, of Daubt. Mr. Claude ſtill: anfwerids 
'That he was in a. pure Ignorance. ; And well,.let:us leave:con- 
teſting) about Woxds: He docs not Doubg,. if: you pleaſe;;: bur. 
he knows-not, whether this Scripture-be a T'ruth,. oraBable ; 
he knows not, whether the. Goſpel' ba/ an Hittory:infpird-! by 
GOD, or a Tale inyented by Men; He cannot thenmakean 
Act of Divine; Faith upon this Poigt, nor fay, . I beticve,. as GOD: 
is ; that the. Goſpel is alſo. from GOD. Do you. not _— 
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Church. No, ſaid he, 'They corrupted it. Ha, Sir, reply'd I: 
What Difficulty is this? Never any Hereticks ſeparated but by 
corrupting ſome of the Churches Children, and ſeparating with 
them from the Church, in which they had all been baptiz'd. 
Bur in fine, tell me, Sir, Was not the Sect of the Arias, and 
thar Church, which is nam?®d the Arian, new ? If you mean, 
Sir, anſwered he, That Arius was the firſt, who ſpake againſt 
the Divinity of the Son of GOD, tis not true. Origen before 
him, and Fuſtin Maryr faid the fame thing.” Ha, Sir, faid I: 
That a Martyr deny'd the Divinity of GGDs Son, is, what I 
ſhall never believe. As to Origen, you know, that he is alledg'd 
both for and againſt it: He is. an ambiguous and 
Author. But, Sir, let us leave uncertain Facts: And us 
endeavour to find one, abont which" both you-and Imay a- 
gree. Thar Sect, which after the Condemnation pronounc'd 
againſt Arius, join'd with this excommunicated Prieſt,and form'd 
a Church againſt the Church, was it'not new? He could nor 
but grant it.. 'Fo-prove its Newneſs, continu'd I, was there any 
ads ef ations tothe Apoſtles; and could not one fay 
t9it : Church, ſeparated from that other Charch, in which Arius was 
horn, and in which he receiv'd Baptiſm, you were neither yeſterday, 
wor the day before > One might, faid Mr. Claude. May one not 
fay as much of the Macedowian Church, which deny*d the' Di 
vinity. of the Holy Ghoſt ; .of the 'Neſftorians, who” divided 
aan —_— __ 10 the hs chat: —_ 
. Sin, and:the Grace of JESUS CHRIST? Might one not 
fay [to they without aſcending up to the Apoſtles : FFhen you 
came into the Whrld,. you found the: Church baptizing Children unta- 
Remiſſion of Sins, and praying for the Converſion of Sinners and" Infi- 
delv-?. What then-all theſe Hereticks, and all the' reſt , whom 
you and we. know, :oppugned, was beliey'd not only from the 
Apoſtles time, but: yeſterday'-and the day before; 'and at the 
time, when theſe came, and they found the Church 


in this Belief. Bur, anfwer'd Mr. Claude, There are two ways 
of eſtabliſhing Error z the one open, and the other ſecret and 
inſenkible. . Stay, Sir, aid I to. him, we ought to; propoſe evi- 
dent Facts, which : 


both Parties agree. F'do- not-—agree this 
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bout them, for you will not agree it ; and I fuch 
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are fincere-: is it not true, that Mr. Dail ae chicas 
hundred Years Antiquity ? Thirteen Years ,, Sir, att 
fwer'd he, is not the whole time of the Church. I 


| 
$4413 


faid I to him ;. but in. fine, Adverfary grants 
thirteen hundred Years ; ho gives ne th Quite 
Bajil, St. Ambroſe, St. Hierom, St. Ehryſoftom , St. 
theſe, ſaid Mr. Claude, are but Men. Let them 
much as ou pleaſe : Bur in fine, we have from 
ric Conlefin, thinven luadeal Your for lavocathnieff 
ud Vereraion of Relics es 
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not manifeſt ? I expected : —_ contradifted it not; I 
thought nat my ſelf oblig'd to him any farther upon. a 
res. reg ar oder yh Noe, 621 wo him: haw 
were the Orthodox Churches eftabliſht > When particular Per- 
PINS Example the Indians, were converted, 


£4] 
found they not a Church already eſtabliſht;to which they united 
themſelves ? He acknowledg'd it. Did you,wentI on, find one in 
the whole World, to which you joind your ſelves? Did you 
embrace the Greek, the Armenian, or the Ethiopian Church, 
when you forſook the Reman? Can we not mark you the 
preciſe Date of your Churches, and fay to all that Church, to 
all that exterior Society, in which you are Miniſter, you wore 
uot yeſterday? But, ſaid Mr. Claude here, were we not of this 
Church ? We went not out, we were driven out of it. We 
were Excommunicated in the Council of Trent, Thus we went 
forth : But we carried the Church with us. What Diſcourſe 
is this, Sir, faid I to him? If you had not been driven our, 
would you have ſtaid in it? 'T'o what purpoſe then is that Com- 
mand fo often repeated amongft you, Go forth of Babylon, my 
People ? Tell me fimcerely, Would you have ſtaid in the Church, 
if ſhe had not driven ye out ? No fure, Sir, faid Mr. Claude. 
To what purpoſe then, anſwer'd I, do you fay here, That you 
were driven out? Becauſe, faid he, it is true. And well, Sir, 
proceeded I, it is true : "This is common to you (be not dif- 
pleas'd at what I am going to fay ) this is common to you 
with all Hereticks. The Church, in which they receiv'd _ 
tiſm, caſt them forth, Excommunicated them. They 'w 
perhaps have willingly ſtay'd init to corrupt and ſeduce ; but 
the Church cut them off. And as to what you fay, That 
you were in this Church, which caft you out, and that you 
carry'd the Church with you, what Heretick may not fay as 
much? *T'was not of Heathens, that the Ancient Hereticks 
compos*d their Churches ; *twas of - Chriſtians bred in the 
Church. You alſo have not form'd yours by amaifing Me- 
kometans ;, I agree it: But m this you do not outgo the Ex- 
amples of the ancient Hereticks, and they were all able w fay 
as well as you, That they were condemn'd by their Adverſa- 
ries. For they were not made to fit amongſt the Judges, when 
their Novelty was condenur'd. » But, Sir, reply'd Mr. Claude, 
we agree not this Novelty. What is in the Scripture, /'is not 
new. Patience, Sir, I befeech you, faid I tro him: None of 
the Ancient Hereticks agreed the Novelty of their Do@rin ; 
they all alledg'd the Holy Scripture for themſelves : Bur there 
was one Novelty, which they could not deny ; w- wit, That 
the Body of their Church was not yeſterday , and you granted 
lt, 


a Y 

the Hereticks did; and we do, what 
done. Every one may judg in. his Conſcience , which he had 
rather reſemble; and: Fhave no mare to fay. 

Me. Claude was not filet ai this occaſion, but told me,That 
this Argument was excellent in Favor of the Fews and Pagers, 
and thar they” might maintain their Cauſe by the Reaſon, I 
_—_—— Let'us ſee, > 071 6 Ny, oe NE 

you pronuſe us the fame Argument. me, er d. 
he, without doubt: The Zews and Pagexs upbraided the Chriſt- 
Jaw with their newneſs ; ou know it: The Wein EOS 
and fo- many te; ace Hoa of it. L agree it, faid I to him, 
and-is this all # And 'twas true, proceeded he, That Chriftia- 
regard fp or iy 10OUT 


fines, the Wi den, Sie 45 


*Fis very true, .Sir, 'Thar there wasa Necedfity, this Novelt 
ſhould once be ſeen to happen, and this Change by CHRIS 
_—_ at-CHRIST's Coming. But JESUS Ss 
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therefore new: He is the (ime yeſterday. to day, and for ever; Heb. xiii.  . 


'Tistrue;, anfiver'd Mt. Claude, but'the Sy not, V+ 6 
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condenm'd” not” St., Fobn. Baptiſt ; but Synagogye 
without" them, Bt 
and Gre. JESUS CH IST guberdin the 'BAgOSUE, 
the then true Church, the Children of GOD, whack it con- 
rain'd. The Synagogue. at laſt condemn — — 
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CHRIST had already founded his Church. He gave 
it irs laſt Form preſently.after his Death, and the new People 
follow'd the old without any Interruption : Theſe are undeni- 
able Truths. ' And for what concerns Paganiſm; *tis true the 
Pagazs upbrailled the Chriſtians with their Newneſs, But what 
did the Chriſtians anſwer ? Did they not ſhew, 'That the Few: 
always believ'd the ſame GOD, which the Chriſtians ador'd, and 
_ the fame CHRIST ? That the Few: believ'd all this 
yeſterday, and the day before, and always without Interrupti- 
on ? But, Sir, once again, ſaid Mr. Claude, 'The Gentils agreed 
not all this. What, anſiver'd I, was there amongſt them any 
one ſo unreaſonable , as to fay, That there never were any 
Fews, or that this People expeCted not a CHRIST), and ador'd 
not = ſole GOD, raya of gms and Earth ? Did not 
they ſhew the Pagaxs the manifeſt Beginning of their Opini- 
x16 and the Date, I do not ſay of the year” Iu of eg ua 
timents, but of their Gods themſelves, and this by their own 
Hiſtories, by their own Authors, and by their own Chronolo- 
gy? Do you believe, That a Pagan could have made a Chrifti-. 
an confeſs, That the Chriſtian Religion was new, or that there 
never was any Society, which had the fame Belief, the Chri/ts- 
ans then had, as1 ws own, Thatall the Hereticks, which 
you andI acknowledg for ſach, came in this manner, and that 
you have done, as they did? See, Sir, how you prove, That 
the Fews and Pagans might maintain their Cauſe by the ſame 
Argument, I uſe : None can ever do it, nor can ever any one 
deny the evident Fact, vvhich I affirm, That vve do, as all 
the Orthodox, and you, as all the Hereticks have done. 

Here the Converfation ended. It. had laſted five Hours 
with a great Attention of the whole Aſſembly. We heard 
one another bly : We ſpake on both ſides cloſe enough ; 
and except the beginning, vvhere Mr. Claude a little enlarg'd 
his Diſcourſe, in all the reſt he came to the Matter, and pre- 
ſented himſelf to the Difficulty vvithour Recoiling. *Tiis true, 
he aim'd rather to entangle me in the Inconveniences, in vvhich 
I engag'd him, than to ſhevv, hovv he could himſelf get out: 
But im fine, all this proceeded from the Cauſe; and he affured- 
ly faid all, that his could furniſh him vvith upon the Point, 
to vyhich vve had confin'd our ſelves. 4 
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be'or no 4. if ir be-not t6 Doubn, is noching,- Te apper' then 
ckarly,/[Fhar the two: Propokitions y whick:were in debate; 


were eſtabliſh: And:':b  ſhew'd'*- Midemuifolt” de Duran few 


words,./Fhat her Church, by believing 'two:: fie frange 
Things, had chang'd the whole Order of inftructing -GODs 
Children, practis'd at all times in the Chriſtian Church. 

For this purpvſe I needed only repeat to het, what ſhe = 
heard-mei\fay } arid what ſhe had heard Mr. Claide'g 
GOD  nevettliateſs put in my heart: Reatrkag 1 move expreſs 
and I faid to her, as follows,” | 

The Order of inftracting GODs Childrenyi is fo teach thern, 
before all things, the Apoſtles Creed: I behove 5n G OD the Fa- 
ther, and in FESUS' CHRIST, and in the Holy Ghoſt, the 
holy Catholic Church , rhe Communion ' of Saints , the Remuſion of 
Sins, and the reſt., As muchias-the Faithful believes m GOD 
the Father, and in his Son JESUS CHRIST), and in tke Hdly 
Ghoſt, ſo much does he believe the Univerſal Church, where 
the F ather, where the Son, where the Holy Ghoſt is ador'd. 
As much, I fay, as he believes the Father, {6 niuch does: he be- 
lieve the : Church, /which-makes Profeſſion to believe'; that 
GOD, the Father of JESUS CHRIST"; / has''adopred. Chil- 
dren, "whom he hus united ro his Son. - As #nuch as he” believes 
in the Son, ſo much does he believe theChurch, which- he has 
aſſembled by his Blood, which he has eftabliſhe by His Doin, 
which he has-founded on the Rock, and againſt which, he has 
prom#'d, that the Gates of Hell ſhall not ail; As much ns 
he believes-in the Holy Glwoſt, (6 much'dow' he believe” that 
Church, to which the. Holy Ghoſt was gives for 'a Teacher, 


And he, that ſays, I believe ## GOD, and im FESUS CHRET, 


Rom.X. 
V.10. 


and in the Holy Ghoſt, when he fays, I believe, confeſſes: Yirh the 
heart be believerh unto Righteouſneſs, and with the month Colifeſfion 
is made unto Salvation, as St. Paul. ſays, and he knows , that the 
Faith, he has, is not a private Sentiment. © There bt 

n Society of Men, which/believes, as he does : "Tis the Uni 
yerſal Church, which is neither here, nor there , neither at 
this time, nor at 'another, She" is nor” cottfirfd to one only 
Country, like the ancient Futlaiea! Thurch!; nor isaſhe to 

as that was; atid her Xngdon ſpall hot (pſi #- ohber Praple, as ' "tis 
_ written in Daxiel.' 'She is at alltimes, 'and in all places,” and fo 
 diſpersd, that whoever will come to- ter ; may; Che has' no 
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Mazich. lieve, when they bid me not believe Manicheus. . This Soci of 


E 52 } 
Faith,. I believe, #hat this. Ward is inſpir'd by 6 O-D, 4: I believe 
that. GO.D is, or he cannot, * If he. cannot, he then doubts of 
it; he'is reduc'd to examin, whether the Golpel- is not a Fa- 
ble : But.if. he .can make it, by what means ſhall he do it ? 
The Holy Ghoſt ſhall put it in-his Heart. This is no Anfwer:; 
for it is agreed, That Faith in 'the Scripture. comes from the 
Holy. Ghoſt. . "The Queſtion..is concerung the exteriar Means, 
which the Holy. Ghoſt” uſes,, and there. can; be no_other 'but 


the Churches Authority. - "Thus every Chriſtian receives. from 


the Church, without examining, this Scripture ;, as a Writing 
ER © © oye yn, 4 

Let us go a little, farther, Noes rig Church only give us 
the Holy Scripture in Paper, the Bark of the.'Word, the Body 
of the Letter ?' No, withauit doubt, the gives-us the Spirit, that 
is, the Senſe of the Scripture; For to pive us the Scripture 
without the Senſe, is to give us a Body. without a Soul, a Let- 
ter, which kills. The Scripture without its lawful Interpreta- 
tion, the Scripture deſtitute of its. natural Senſe, is a Knife to 


cut our 'Throats.  \,"The. Arian. cut his 'Throat by the Scri- 


pture miſunderſtood; fo did the Neſtorian ; fo did the Pelagiar. 
GOD forbid then, "That the - Church ſhould. give us only the 
Scripture, without giving us the Senſe of ir. She receiv'd 
them both together. When ſhe receiv'd the Goſpel of St. Maz- 
thew, and the Epiſtle to the. Romans, and the reſt, ſhe, under- 


og 


ſtood them: ThisSenſe, which ſhe receiv'd with, the Scriptiire, 
fhe has kept with the oeitive 4 and. the ſame exterior Means, 
which the Holy Ghoſt uſes, to make 'us receive the Holy Scri- 
pture, he uſes alfo to give us its true Senſe, All.this comes from 
the fame Principle ; all this is the Sequel of the ſame Deſign. 
As then there'ts nathing to. examin after, the Church, ' when 


"ſhe gives us the Holy ripture ;" tq there is nothing to exa- 


- 


mini, when ſhe interprets it, and propoſes its true Senſe.” Where- 


fore you ſee, that after the Councel of Feruſalem, Paul and Silas, 
faid not, Examin this Decree ; but they taught the Church to . 
obferve, what the Apoſtles had judg'd. . | 

| In this mannef has the Church always proceeded,” I would 
met believe the' Goſpel fays St. Auguſtin, _ were I not movd by the 
Authority of the Catholic Charch. And a little after : Thoſe, whom 
I believ'd, when they ſaid to me, , Believe the Goſpel, ſhall I not be- 


ors, 


Paſtors, eſtabliſh by JESUS CHRIST", and comims#d until 
now, giving me the Goſpel, has alſo told me, That I mult de- 
teſt Hereticksand evil Doctrins;. I believe both together, and 
by the ſame Authority. | * ab 


Times, in which Hereticks were told, That they were not re y4eu 
ceivable to diſpute of the Scripture, becauſe without Scripture thay preſerip. 
bar > 


could be ſhewn, that Scripture is not for them ;, that there is ng- «4v 


obſerve, if you pleaſe, That all Chriſtian Societies,  ex- 
cept.the Churches newly. reform'd, have kept this manner of 


18. 37- 


Taſtruſting, Mr. Claude and 1 faid, That the Greek Church, 


Church. 


The Bretended Reformed is the only. Church, which, fays 


it not. If the true Church, which foever ſhe is, fays it ;. the 
Homads Reformed is not then the true Church, becauſe ſhe 

 fays it not. , | | ' | 
' Let them not tell us : The Ethiopian fays its the Greek, fays 
iN Armenian fays:it, the Reman ays it; which ſhall I be- 
eve 2 | | 


the Greek,, *twould be - neceſlary . to . eater into 'this Examen. 


If your Doubt conſiſted in chooſing between. the Rewas and - 


But now 'tis agreed in your Religion, That the Greek, Church, 
the Erhiopian Church, and the ret, are in the wrong againſt - 


the Reman; and-it . they were true Churches ,. you .ought, m 
leaving the Reman, which, as you ſay, was. not, to have fought 

Communion with them. 1t 
They are not then the true Church. No more are; you: 
For the true Church believes, That we . mult believe with- 
= - our 


C827 
biit exarhinieg, What the true Church teaches. * You 'teach thi 
contrafy. You call your ſelves the trete Charch, eS oor 7 
At the fame time, Thitt one miiſt'examin after For: Which” 
to ſay, 'Thatone may be damn'd in — you, You ve 
Hotince then fromthat timethe Advatityge of the trat Chitrch. 
You are not the 'true Church : You mmult'be1eft : "Tis here the 
Beginning muſt be, If any one in leaving you be tem 
to unite himſelf to the Greek, Church, he ſhall be anſwerd, _ * 
Mademoiſelle de Dias having heard 'theſe things , jetory. 
ſeem'd to me capable to trouble her, but the Habit contrafte 
from her Irifancy, and the fear of affliting her Mother, for 
whom,- I 'knew, 'ſhe 'had all the Tendemeſs, and all rhe Re- 
Tet, that fach a Mother 'deſerves. ' T alſo  faw, *ſhe\was con- 
*cern'd for the 'Reproaches, 'that were made her, of thavitig hu- 
man Deſigns, and efpectally of having delay'd the todbring of 
her Religion, 'till-after'a Donation, 'matle her 'by her 'Mother. 
Your own'Confſtlerice, iid T 'to'her , beſt knows, 'in 'what 
-Condition you were, when this Domation'was made you ; whe- 
ther you had-4riy Doubt, and fippreſt ir in /profpett of 
cufing your RIF this Advantage. I did'nor'fo 'much 'as think 
'of it, anfwer'd ſhe. You'know well then, faid'T ro her, Thit 
this: Motive 'has-not any patt, in 'what you do. Continue 
therefore-in'Peace ; provide for your 'Salvition, 'arid let Men 
talk : For this Apprehenſion of having haman ReſpeQts impu- 
*ed to'you, wirfelf a fort of human Reſpect, and that of the 
"moſt delicate4ind moſt to be'fear'd. | Fo 
» ' She requeſted me to repeat in Mr. Cotby's Preſerice, what had 
been faid, through a Delire, ſhe had, that he ſhould be In- 
Atrufted 'with her. He 'was'ſent for ; * we agreed on' the Facts. 
"Mr. Coton with an extream Sweetneſs: made mie foie ObjeCti- 
ons about the Doctrin, I had expli I anfver'd flicm. 
'He told rae, '/hewas not exercis'd in 2, nor versd- in theſe 
Matters. 'He'faid true ; he tefer'd himſelf ro "Mr: Claude. -I 
-pray'd GOD to'enlighten him, 4nd departed to return to 'my 
-Du ; 


Afr another Confererice, whith"Mademoiſcle de Durat.and I 
Had -at St. Germain in the ' Dutclits of *Recheliers Apartment, 
ſhe told me, That ſhe beliey'd her ſelf in” condition to take. her 
"Reſolution within a little "while, 'atid that there was - nothirlg 
"more to do, But topray GOD'to coridu@ her well. The Suc- 


ceſs 


L397 
Ceſs was ſuch, as we wiſht. © On the 22. of March I return'd 
to Paris to. receive her Abjuration. She made it in the Church 
of the Reverend Fathers of the Chriſtian Doftrin, 'The Ex- 
hortation, I made her, tended only to repreſent to her, 'That 
ſhe was rning into the Church , which her Fathers had 
forſaken ; That the would not henceforth believe her ſelf more 


and fuller of the Holy Ghoſt than the Church ; Thar ſhe 
would receive from the Church, without- examining, the true 
Senſe of the Scripture, as ſhe receiv'd from her the Scripture 


it ſelf; That ſhe was henceforth going to build upon the Rock ; 
and that her Faith mult Fu in goo! Work She felt 
the Conſolation of the Holy and the Affiftance was. 


edify'd by her good Example. 


The End of the Conference. 
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vyincial 


nor to famine any p their Opinions. before the meeting of tha 
guy or the Provincial Smod. 5aRuleof ine ard'F 


But when they come to the Synod, in which his 1a and fi 


Reſolution is to be-made,, the particular perſons” indeed reiterate 
the, ſame Promiſe ; bur they ſtop-not there, the Churches in 


Body add' this 'great Oarh.of fubmitring eatirely to the Deci- 
ſion, being cd, thar GOD hi will be the Author 
of it. | 


A bare human Preſumption, 4s. Mr. Claus calls it, a. Clauſe 
Civility, as Mr. Furieux tiles it, cannor be the : and 
dation of an Oath : we alſo ſee, That not-only priitare pe 
but alſo Conſiſtories and whole Provinces, perceiv'd in this 
ſomething ſtronger, "than they will” arpreſent let*us eng ope 


in it, infomuch that -they made .a great RelEeree agnn oo 
which could not. be vanquiſht. but by a._long tire, and: 
terated. Decrees' of Nat Synods." 

T ſee this Reſiſtance 'continue rill the year 76: Jt. tal 'this 
year and before T find almoſt contin mn the National es 
nods whole Provinces cenfar'd, becauſe thei Fu of Se 
as they" term. it, their Emvoy had not this Clauſe Subkoltfon 
The Churches were difficultly brought 1 to make-an Oath, to 
little agreeable to the Doctrin, they were infpir'd, with, and 
to: ſvear , againſt the Principles of the new. þ romaine 
fuch a Submiſion'to. an Aﬀernbly, which after, all, whatev 
Mame might bo given it, was but an Afembly of Men, Ai 
( according to their Principles.) liable to miſtake : but, they 
muſt paſs through it. They ſaid, - they did nothing , if they 
did not at laſt oblige men to-an abfolute Submiilfion ;. and and” that 
to leave them liberty to examin after the lalf and Goal Refolu- 
tion, was to nouriſh Pride, Dilfention, and Schifin.  / 

Thus, againſt the Princi Ciples of the new Reformation, were 
they fain to give other Idea's, and "twas refolv'd to. ſick unal- 
terably to the Submiſſion and Oath ' in the Terms , we have 
obſerv'd. 

The Reaſon, us by the Synod of Reche! to oblige the Pro- 
vinces to this Clatiſe of Submuſſi on to ſuch things,” as ſhould be re- 
folo'd in the National Synod, is, That "rwas neceſſary to the Valdity 
0 the Aſſemblies Concluſions, In ER general to render the Acts 


of 


revocable. 
'To:chis Deaifion of the Synod of 
_ "That the Submiſſion ſhould b 

aher. foanld the conchated, and. decreed WIT 
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and that the Oath: of his 


br the Oo RT ne ge , who TE ſhould find ; 
n lurance. But } never Anfver wie 


will believe 3ou 3 Which would 6 OY pitiful 
Ilufion,we have 1 

To the end then the Oath, we treat of, may . be:made with- 
cur raſhoek, ir muſt be founded on an_abGlate Prone from 
GOD, on a Promiſe, which ſecures us even / 
dclities of men, ſuch as JESUS CHRIST n 


Mr. Claude .inſinuated ' in, the Conference; -- Thirthirewss in 
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thei tefd of. Fg Gag germ Ja kigws- I 'the 
whole Univer; This :@y/ whit” Mp Chans has hetrowiedh 
to.me ; This is in Subſtance, what he ſtill Gays ' in his own 
Relation 3 and this' is, what every Miniſter he will 
or: nd, ſhall own i a Confercace inehe preſence. of ay one; 
thatſhall delire. it; unkeſhe obſtiturely reſolves" Hot to anfiver 
tively: In which-caſe he will b6-ſeed to ſhuffle,” and this 
crgiverſation-will be ftionger than an - Acknowledgr 5 
far? 'ewill not. only ſhew, that" the Ine- 
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po Teſtimony, -Thet GOD had "ſine Him, thoſe, pely 
their Eyes { great a Mirac = ired, 'but 

oblig'd to examin, ew ape wang TR 1ST was 
ſent by GOD.. He muſt, I.fay., carry the necefſity of the 
Exarnen to: this exceſs: Otherwiſe *twill be true , as I have 
faid, That there was then a. viſible and palpable Aubotiey, to. 
which every one ought:to fubmit without examining ; '{0- thar 
there was. never. any. time, when Men were'leſs. expos'd to the- 

Temptation of Pride by devating thertifelves above. all lying 
and ſpeaking Authotly, ſince FESUS C HRIST, .the moſt 
living and moſt ſpeaking, as well as the and moſt in-. 

fallible, rhat ever was, was then on: the , and that 

preferr*d not themſelves before the Saagngue "bur by fubmit- 

ting to FESUS CHRIST, Whoſe Miracles, as himſelf faid, 

John. xv. ;ook away al Excuſe from thoſe, ' that beliey' not in him; 
r-22, 23: Which the Afembly, that condemn'd him, ktiew ſwell, that 
found no other Anſwer to his Miracles, nor any other 

John xi, Means to reſiſt him, but ro make him' away, and with him 
Y. 47. & Lazarus alſo, to ſtifle, 1 if they, could, ar once, with the” Mira- 


Xii..y. 10. cles, they had ſen, the Memory of himy, that t rhem.. 
Eye then here think le Fork ' frivo- 
_ Anſwers, and make the Readers loſe the kquerte of 


— bag on grodufture. Fear brad ray T'mean, 
to nd Purpoſe th ſtarr up here the Queſtion 'con- 
br -— deceafd Sims; ner ta. anſiver , That the ,Syna- 

doubred of the Trink of FES US:C H&T8 4s Mi- 

5: 6 "The Queſtion only. to know ;, whether this D6ubt 

wasnor the Effe&t of an, Malice, and in fine, whether it 
be not certain 4mongſt'CIſtians, That there was in FESUS 
CHRIST: Miracles fo full a Demonſtration of the Divine 

Power, and ta clear a Confirmation of FESUS CHRIST: 
Miſhon, that every reaſonable Spirit was oblig'd to yield with--. 

out any farther Examinatioh, {6 ' that there was then 'a living 

ard peaking Authority,” to which there was nothing to, bt op- 
pos'd, bur a pre] gue, yd a manifeſt Obſtinacy. : This AY. 

1'the matter in; , and if after this Explication of the 

Queſtjon, they think” ſtill to eſcape by; ſaying with Mr. Claude, 

That JERuS C s  Authirity was not rected, they mult - 

John viii. go farther, and fay ro JESUS CHRIST himſelf with'che Few? : 
Ve13,, Tha bard Record of thy ſelf; thy Record it wat" trae. I 


is 24 LETS 
a 3 442 94 
had ** 24- 


or Grad br id Hr ; <7 
I expe, they will yet anſwer me, Tis JESUS.CHRISE 
added after all this: | oro Ankapegge-2 CEE St 


to. conclude 


Fohn iii. 
V. $8, 


elected one, who will think, 4 he be As i 


. contrary, *tis the hei 


- does. in his Relation, . That che Spirit 


titty this Viſion, i were riot 4 Pride Jeteſtable Go to. ſet 
himſelf aforie above all + af is ſeri is, ow Hi in the 
whole Church befides.” ts all £ no P 


to befieve oties ſelf” etilif! : 

ſhould dare -to believe, the Holy Ghoſt bl "aſtral 699g 
and leave in Error all the Faithful, that 2 in the reſt os 
the Church. ' Nor is itto atiy purpoſe to nfwer, as Mr. Claude 
: ' where: he will: For 
they muſt, ſhew, that this Spirit Whieh repoſes on the Hum-. 
ble, ceaſes not. 'to breath on thoſe , Who believe themſelves: 
alone niore caſpble yo un to info the' Scripture, than all the 
reſt of the Church, 6xamin after her ; and not on- 
ro beet ap the, bar UF al to inſpire, inco then) 
this proud: 'T) Dove, But in fine, however i i is, and without 
diſputing any "Tince this is no place for it,: we have 
ſhewn, that ths a Dori acknowledg” in the new. Reforma- 
tion, Here wins +, Perſon t to examin after the 
Church, and conſequently ought to. clin, x hs $je 9 eh 
kappen t6 Rindeciod, 1 the Seriptur © beter 

her Aſſemblies, "Thoſe, | that abHor this Preljur | 
upon Examination find "at bee Pg ; 

have no more to do, but to ſteck their Salvation in aw 1g 
hg than that; _ wd fo prog. $ Potirn is vr 
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TE. 
"Tis then true, that he has acknowledg*d the Time; I tn-- 
dertook 'to ſhew, when a Baptiz'd Chriſtian is not in a Con-_ 
dition to make; aty *A& of Supernatural and: Divine Faith upon 
the Holy Scripture, lince he believes it to be GODs Word: 
only by an human Faith, -and divine Faith. cannot come. till 
attef the-\rcadiig.of it;- 10) 1 0G AI» 

In what matiner foeyer he. turns this human Fakky an. 
_ Horrible thing , Thar a Baptfz'd Chiitian, at the Age of Rea- 
fon,; canner make upon” the "Scripture an" AR-of that Faith, 
by which we are Chriſtians: 'For thence. it | follows, That a 
Chriſtian at his firſt going to read the holy Scripture, ought. 
neither to be indlin'd of-himſelf, or induc'd - by any other, to 
ſay at opening it. I believe, as. I believe that GOD 5x3 \thas the 
Scripture, I am going 'to read., is his. Word. On the contrary 
they muſt make him ſay : I am. going. t0.examin , mhetber, hencee 
forth," dining the reſt of my life, T ought to read this Scripture 
with' ſuch a Faith, *T'isto overthrow the whole Order of In- 
ſtruction ; *tis to loſe the Fruit of Baptiſin ; *ris'to, reduce Bap- 
12d Chriſtians to inſtruft their Children, as if they were not 
fo, and that they were yet to deliberate, of what Religion | 
they ſhould be: + oO 7 | 

And what Mr. Claude fays. concerning the. Scripture, the 
fame he muſt fay on the: Faith of the Trinity, . on that of the 
Incarnation, or thar of FESUS. CHRIST; Miſſion, and the Re- 
deinption' of Mankind, For that, which forces Mr. Claude and 
every Froteftant to fay, "That the Believer,, who has not .read 
the holy Scripttire, - can believe ir only with an human Faith to 
be inſpir'd' by GOD, is, 'That otherwiſe they muſt acknow- 
kdg an Act of Divine Faith on the Churches ſole Authority : 
Which would be to own this Authority as infallible, and ru-. 
mr the very Foundations of all the new Reformation. But the 
fime Argument returns upon' all the Articles of our Faith ; and 
if the Faithful can believe with a divine Faith, both the Trinity 
and the Incarnation and Mifhon of FESUS CHRIST. on the 
fole Authority of the Church, and before he has read the ho- 
ly Seripture, 'I ſhall always conclude with equal Certaiaty, 
Thar: the 'Churches' Authority will be infallible. © By the Con- 
ſequence-then of Mr. Cl/aude's and all the* Proreflaws Priviciple, 
we muſt in reducing.the Chriſtians, who go to read 'the holy 
'Seripture, to a-bare human Faith concermung this os as 
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."The Fourth REFLEGTION, | 


On MW. Claude” s objeBting the ſajne Diff 
_ culty, ts 1s about thet Church, 45 we” do-to hiam 
ow * Scripture, | 


Is; in vain for Mr. Cleude,to anfiver tis, That he ndliniale 

us the fame” Argument for the Church, 4s we-make him 
for the Scripture. :;| fat, $0..do- this, as ve ſhew bima point of 
time, Which even at the.uſe-of | Reaſon, neceBarily precedes the 
Reading, of rhe! Scripture, che muſt alſo be- able. #0 ſhew. us 
one, that precedes the Chuxches Inftrudtions ; but this he will 
never find. Whatever he does, we ſhall always mark him a 
A Point of time, before ylit-reading;:of the: Serapture, which is 
that,” when the Church puts it into+ eur band - byt jbefare'the 
Church there isnathing 5 The: prevents all ur Donbes bby her 


Tis an Errar to imagia,;that we nſt alway ys exaniin, before 
we believe. The Happineſs: of the rnb me born, :as 1 
aay ſay, inthe Boſonj .f .chetrue Church, as, That GOD has 
| pr» Mop fuch an Authority, that we.þcheve at finft what dhe 
propoſes, and that Faith precedes, -ar 'Tather excludes Exami- 
Nation. 

T's ask now, :by har Motives GOD makes us ſenſible «f 
his'Cherches Awutherity, is to depart viſibly from the Queſtian. 
He wants not Motives 'to. ;faſten bis Children +0: bisChurdh, 
. to which he has given fo particular and fo reſplendent . Cha- 
rafters. 'This very thing, that of all the Societies in the 

world ſhe is the ſole, to whom none can ſhew her beginning, 
or any interruption of her viſible and exterior State by any 
averr'd Fact, whilſt ſhe ſhews - all other Societies, that envi- 
ron her, theirs by Facts, which themſelves cannot deny ; this 
very thing is a ſenſible Character, that gives an inviolable Au- 
thority to-the true Church, GOD wants not Motives to make 
his Children perceive this ſo particular CharaQter of his Church. 
But whatever theſe Motives arey pt to foreſtall them _ 
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this being no place for ie 't gertain, that there. are ſome; { 
Ro Neb-69 he hoe red Giokbrald the 


we are raughtco fa, as a fundamental AQ 
the Cathotich” Church, © © | 4 
Claude 
RES es the 
the reſt, the Creed ſhould have. 
the Church ; whereas it is begun with Giying, 3 
the Father, end in FESUS CHRIST, 
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The Fifh REFLE-CTAON, 


On Mr. Claude's alledging here . the Praflice of 
the :Greek Church, and the like : which imonly 
to embrojl the matter, and not to vgs the 


Difficulty. 7 


if Ls tpThew a 3cGre of ER matters, to alledge here 
with Mr. Claude, the Greek Church, the Armenian, the 
Egyptiafi, or /Ethiopick., Und that of the Cophri, and ſo many 
others, which brag no leſs of being the true Church, than the 
Reman does. "Thoſe, fay they, who are bred up in theſe, 
Churches, revere their Authority, every one of theſe Churches 
has Followers, as zealous, as qurs : 'True and "pure zeal hgs 
no ſenſible Mark : every one attributes his, as we Ke to-the 


Grace of the Holy Ghoſt, Fre on the Anthortty of- the 
Church, in which he is, fays Thar the Holy Ghoſt makes 
uſe of this Authority -to gui him to the Pelcr of the Scri- 
pture and all the Verities of Chriſtianity. 


"This is-in a manner Mr. Claude's ObjeCtion ; and thus ſome- 
times, when Men cannot free themſelves, they endeavour to 
caſt others into the like Perplexity as theirs. But he will gain 
nothing by this Addreſs : for in fine what cauſe does he pre- 
tend t9 combat for ? is it for indifferency of- Religions ? Will 
he fay with the wicked, that there is not a true Church, in 
which men indeed at by divine Motions ? - And under pre- 
rerice, that the Devil, or, if he pleaſes, Nature can imitate, 
or, to ſay better, counterfeit theſe Motions, will he maintain, 
thatthey are evety where imaginary? GOD forbid * "we will 
both of us avoid this Rock. He will avow then with me, 
that there 1s a true Church, which ſoever it is, where the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt ads, thd-by looking only on the exterior, We Can- 
not always ſo eaſily diſcern, who thoſe are, in whom he 
dwell.  Hitherto we are. agreed ; let 'us ſee now, how far 
we can go together. We agree that there. is one true 
(Church, in which the Holy Ghoſt ats ; we agree, _ 
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any affurd Foundation of. Divine Faith , nor in fine any 
Church. 


_— —— — 
ting with the Zgyprians and Greeks the Suge 
"Twould be no great Labor to ſhew t& rar” rs 
of their "Innovation. 'The' Prerended know it as well 
as We, and ED Le ebay ob: 
So when they preſs us to do it, *ris not that they think-20 n+ 
uB in a thing irtpoiſible;/ or. even" obſcure tind difficult : 
t tis in a word, that in þ bad a cauſe thete Balways forme» 


thing ; got by y dgreling, oa} cntieg SreagmcoeFatits 


ST a ee A endo 
_ Inftruftions of, this Boak; that, ; if any; ane, diſptiſbed_ with the 

Calvintical Church was teinpted it» embrace #he Religion ofahe 
Coptbri, of of the Girekg, *twould: be thea time 40 ſhew:themn 
thoſe Churches that inevitable Moment uf their Novelty, which 
the7-942 0 whcec day, than ar Ger nr Seſds: — 
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The Sindh REFLEOTTON, 


On Mr. Claude' reducing, as much as be Cat; 
"his Die 1s the Iyruion of Chile 


VE i Me nt Dior tr that preſs'd by this 
| : Y-.- want of Authority, ' which: ruins all InftruQtion in 
bis Cluirch,. be affes to reduor our Diſpute toithe Inſtruftion 
of Children, and thinks lic has found, an Advamage by making 
this InftruQtion depend. on: Parents and Nurſs, -who: are' better 
known at that A than-the Church 'and het Miniſter By 
this mearis he to. conceal from br xpmatrony 
ri Reepthoel BEARLE Be peed ; be 
ons Og 
Children : | Childreis axe \not the only Chriſtians, that have not 
bue 


——— OY that there were 
Hom of Chriſtiavi, hot | only. particular -men, | 
; Nations,; Which, - to the-Report: of St. Hre- 


td thy Thy | d without reading. it ceasd 
not to be true. Chriſtins. Debare then between us.is inge- 
; A ns wwe "ears por 


ale o OE ID op 
5 c 2Which 
believe the - .and- prepare to it, s being. itdpir'd 


by GOD. IF they liave but an human, Faith » as; Mr.C/ard 
fays,. they are not Chriſtians ; and if they have a Divine Faith, 
as muſt be acknowledg'd, unle we will fall into an horrible 
Abſurdiry, 'tis then true, that Divine Faith, without ones ha- 
ving read the Scripture, immediatly follows the Churches Do- 
Qrin, and eſtabliſhes her infallible Authority. *T's on this Au- 
thority, that every Chriſtian, who takes the Scripture in hand, 
begins by believing with a firm Faith, that all, he. is ra 
to-read, 1 is Divine : and he ſtpys -ot his believing the 
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tify. the Chains, which bind us to her : but we muſt 
have Recourſe to'the that is, ——_— 


if the Aucheriy of tbe Cabulich, Church ad me ubigy Kim ts 4 
could, were it in diſpute, ſhew the fame Opinian in the other 
Fathers. We muft always re-aſcend to the farſt Principle, 


and all things in the whole Univerſe mutually aid one another. 
So it is with the Church and the There was but 
one Church, fach as F B& US CHRIST founded, rowhich 


us to the Church; 
I believe the Eatholick, Church. Amongſt yr, + Aras 
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by Scripture, but alſo. all her 
Children of .the true Church inftrufted; thoſe, that are edu- 


becauſe ſhe\has never vary'd nor waver'd ; and they find, they 


ought to return. .into it, becauſe none ſhould ever -have gone 
out of it. | 
®. 
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The Seventh REFLECTION, 


On M4. Claude's ſaying in his Relation, that 1 
appear 'd embarraſs d in this part of the Diſpute. 


T may now be judg'd, whether I ought to be perplext a- 
I bom the Vroalh; Lande Mademoifle ds Dares, to make 


Mr. Claude acknoWledg a Moment, in which, by the Prin- 
ciples of his mommy a Chriſtian had but an human ; Sek con- 
cerning the 'T'ruth of the.Scripture. How could Ibe embarrals'd 
about a thing, which Mr. Claude acknowledg'd in the Confe- 
rence, and which he acknowledges ſtill in his Relation, thd he 
has weaken'd both my .Proof, and his. own Confeffion ? *Tiis 
true, 'he cannot let go the Word Daite ; but I pretended not 
to make his 'T' form this this Sylable; the Equivalent is ſuf- 
ficient for.me, *Tis an For.» to reduce the 
. Chriſt;an, who is going Ggos Scripture, to OR un- 

capable of a Divine Faith: T'o lone om ſelf in this Con- 
dition with an"human Faith , is always too evidently to re- 


nounce Chriſtianity. I have then m—— what I defir'd from 
Mr. Claude's eel of 1 
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5] 
going to ſee, that he could not do it, till he had firſt fram'd 
If afalſe Idea of it. 
To ſhew, thit theChurch, ſpoken of. in rtie*Creel, ought 
to be always viſible, I faid, chat all Chriſtians by the Name Church 
Fil. Sup. underſtood a Society, making CE te to believe the DoBrin of F B- 


Pp 2-6 ſeq SOS pits ne renee by »bis Wert; whonds ae 
follows, that * IT "A hid Bog THE 
I I bad to A ak Ve 

Ties nt my intention, as Mende neither was 


wamkes fate? ob raphy the Church, nor 
to-prove her interior Umon by Ghoft, b-jap © 
Charity : + hv of ths we ape-precd: he 

"our th err Vas this Bit Td Yen 


tht the enter be nh in it iy Pvt ” at er 4 
be neither Fajthfid,, nor Fuſt in jt, but that it ſhould be wholly com- 
ett phy tt rhe get re | 
-Kdea of the Church, and'I won- 
dere, tae Nha hs nov of it js alſo as far 
my Mind, and the Mind of all Carbolicks, as Heaven is 
Ea. and Thnow not, chow 'Mr. Claule epuld* read 'my 
Iaſtaios witour ſrng in them th cn ora nowha 
Reb os Eo ENT ES, 
36 *%* 1 dehire him to pa veer vg to hs Inn, 1 
will fn there indeod, tha Ya the:Eflence' of the Church 
to be viſible by and by by the Sacraments : but he 
find*there alfo that he "Eleff and the Samts-are the moſt noble 
+4 that they are there ſant"f9'd, Fog wet bly tors | 
nerated, 
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taken to explain. only thoſe exterior Ligaments, w ff 
human Bodies united on he are, Feds 4 Ts na : 

in one and the fame Continent, with" the living > | 

the Nails, the Hair,” the peccant Humors, Hop. frm: WE £ 
Members, nor yer eu off fra from the Body, ſhogld be therefore DL. 

made believe, dges no other Principle of U- 52. 
nion ; and under this Pretence it ſhc be faid 'of him, that, - WY 

I - according to this mans oy Fla Nets, oh xt be an human . 
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es 
had not ſpoken one ſingle word of irin their Confeſſion of Faith, 
where onthe cofitrary” the word Charch is alwaystaken for che Vr- 
fible Church: Surpriz'd with'this Language, fo naturaFto Chri/ts- 
ans, but ſo little conformable tothe Principles of their Reformari- 
Syn,deGap, Ongthey made this Decree in'the Year 1 603. inthe Synod of Gap, 
ſur laConf. in the Chapter, which has for its Title, On the Confeſſion of Faith. 
de Foy *Tis by thisall the Synods begin, and the firſt thing, that is done 
et 3- mn them is to review this Confeffion of Faith 3 which 'gave oc- 
f 0 PA ca{ion. to the Printers to re-imprunt-it with this 'Fitle, forbidden 
Prives M4n the Synods: The Confeſſio of Faith of the Reformed Churches, 
1612. Treviewd and correfied in the National Synod. - But let-us come to 
the Decree of Gap, of which theſe are the words. The Pro- 
vinces ſball be. exhorted to conſider in the Provincial Syods, 'tn what 
Terms the XXV. Article of the Confeſſion of Faith ought "to be coucly : 
forarmuch as being to expreſs, what we believe' touching the Catholick, 
Church, of which mention is made in the:Creed, there is nothing tm 
the ſaid Confeſſiom, that can be taken but for the militant and viſible 
Church ; as alſs in the XXIX Article they ſhall ſee, whether it be 
fit 6 adde the World Pure ito (the Word the Church, which 5s jn the 
Said Article : and in'general all ſhall come prepar'd on the matters of 

the Church. . os AS Eat 
| We have related the Subſtance. of this XXV Article. You 
4. SuP. may in the fame place Ge the XXVL,XXVII and XXVIIE-Ar- 
" ticles. And for the XXIX Article, it fays, that zbe vir © 
ought to be govern'd-according to the Policy, which our Lord JESUS 

- CHRIST has eftabliſht ;. that is, that there. be Paſtars, Over- 
ſeers, and Deacons, to the end the pure Doftrin may have its Courſe, 
and the Aſſemblies be kept in the Name of GO D. . 
__ The Addition of the . word pure Chwch, which they. delibe- 
| rated to add to that. of «rue, is founded on a Doctnin of the 
Pretended Reformed, which. ſays,..that atrue:Church may not be 
pore, becauſe, with the, effeagal, Truths it may: have Errors 
mixt, I fay even, grofs and conſiderable Errors. againſt the 
Faith. And this is one of the Myſteries of the new Refor- 
mation, which Mr. C/aude will explain. to- us by, and by : bur 
"ris not here in queſtion, - Whar, there is. npartant, .1s, that. 


| theſe People, who fay, they, are ſenr,of G:0.D. to. raile again 
the pure Don of os Cob © 2. 10. explicate, . as theme 


| felves declare in their Confeſhon of Faith, the Church,. of which 
.* mention is. made in. the Creed, fpake nevertheleſs.only of the muli- 
nant 


invivble:Church, and'of-a'Churds' of the Ph redef 
not have: faid one word of 'i ini her 'Confelfion * 
have'left it for! ROAR, 'thar the Nararal'$ 
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Mixture hinders indeed the Juſt Diſcernmens of Perſons ;; bus ie Bi. 


ders yt the Diſcernment or EE 


with cevtainty.' We have 1 
Believers, nor who are Hypocrites : but we _ —__ that there 


are true Believers, As  Fhere are. jres 


one aunts en There are the true 

I continue to read his Anſiver, (ny Sta he blames me 
for 1 .to the Prefended Reformed, thar' they" believe 6 
pe 11; which xy gre. to! eels 


bs popes s, tne Me. nk n his Church many Fol 
lowers of | nh eg id n_ar{50l wor off ona ont 
"4 was afraid; tharctheMinilters wut: "nc - the che viſible 


Churchin this Paſlagd:of St.:Paw! 'to: the Fpheſians, 7a 


Church'is d to us. without Spot, ts nies Beſs a9 
L had fet. my elf: to: ; that-rhis.Church, by->St: 
Paul, was the vilible Church ; becauſe-it*was -waſht by 


08d: by; the bW/orda': Mir: Clinde. etiters ar” Pyrmebc4 


Sentiment: Heifays,:thar: ii this es we'maſt undetftand- 
indeed. the. Ghqrchy| mbith ir ahead in Heaven, but af! ths ie 
Church, which 1 ois the: earth,|-as making tc  blit: ond wid the \ 


ſame Body, and he cites here alſo Mr. 5 I receive this 
Doin ;-and if any;,of.our Refirmed, be it: Miri Claide him- 
{elf,. ever-objeRtsro.rhes. thar I:muſt nor-ſo imuctrrelyon-the” 
Churches Via ſuice.there-is.at lealt aPart'of this Church, * 
which is inviGhle;: that is ro. fayy. rhary which -is "in Heaveny 'T- 
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Believers « On 


7ESVS CEE T -has  /protis'd. 

I. .toſhew the vidble Church im theſe words : 'Thex 
art: Porer, and. pon. this-Reck. I will: btitd:my Chitreh\: - anal hs Gates 
of; Hell ſhall not prevail againſt it. "The Reaſons, 1 made'uſe-of 


to prove. it, may be ſeen. Mr. Claude receives this Dofirin with 


its Proofs. . Aud. he; acknowledges, that cle — 
in this Puſſage, 151m offdld: tonfeſſhug Chureh; « Churth, 

,tawhich JESUS CHRIST 

# Ghureh, which nſec care 4 
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WITH HER WITHOUT" INTERRUPTION 
EVEN 'TO 'THE END. OF THE WORLD. There ſhall 
has me be; rc attic: FESUS CHRIST 
hall teach, and true Preaching ſhallmever ceaſe/in his Church. 
Bur ſhall this Miniſtery laſt for: ever/G)puir, that'rione” but 
goed People tplife adneditetied We ;heve'foen, that Mr. 
Claude pretends |.it.not. Ia elle there is. no" 'Promiſe of this 
wn enala ma ily the .Promiſe. is , that avharſoever' the Man- 
-ners of theſe Miniſters may be, FE'S US CHRIST wil 
Aways at, always baptize, and ALBEMS TEACH wht them; 
and .che Effect of this Miniſtezy, ahdimizr, Mludt-be fach; ther 
-under its Authority the Church ſhall the alwiy+ oifible, not indeed, 
_ Mr. Claude, with a diſtinft view, which goes ſo far as to (ay, 
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with preacking of the 

Sacraments, with. the 
uſe.of the Keys, and all the Eccleſiaſtical Government. _ 
* By conſequence they mult ſhew us a Society of Paſtors and 
People : whence it follows in the third place, that they. muſt be 
abs 9 we ws the Paſtry, ſie the Sucteiw of thats Þ. 


To ſeek all this in the Precended Refarmed. Church, 8s it. is 


by ele 
hs paichs 


formed's Separation he finds all this in rhe Reman Church > kale 
The true Believers were there, as long as thoſe, that com 


. ; ? — ro 7 % , : 
4 +J/ff- Its if Separation, on, thai | 3D(#6V)"R- 
is the Succetfion of 'the viſible Ch 


bliſhes' in his | | 
. RY Q 
ſom. LIX4 '$ plyk Yi FY 4d nr ; 
 But-whence came: their 


"© £ I F 
« © Y » z - 


Ns OS 
Sp + 


"re 
Con. 10, au ads EOS Ing 


in aca, cheap © lag Believers, ;uieh the Pretcnde: 
bear Hop ti Reman Church, and from, every 


Tir Pſtrs of. GE n- ment fall 

ir Chair, and become noe pris, ha nig 

ou t freely diſobey. F $2687 4A 
7EFOS CHRIST, hidd \ this gri t Myſter 


= rivate Perſons, that LY never v 
Gees Megning d.. bh ae a 


Be ey :ichort be go M 
OG fole Ay bs | 
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t without doube belong 
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much trouble 3, !if 1 


the 1101Þ10e- mixture; of -# 
ver d, and as it taxe: 
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Errors, from fulle Waſkaips, from ſuprſticios Profiicets 4 Miniftery 
PUeſs'd by good; Peaples 1ho, keep; by gord tiay's: 94d forte. theme 
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£ I can, ſhew init Marks 
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cool 4 kd macs ſince themſelves confeſs the Interruption, we 


| — Clauds WR well as he can, ehis interrupted State of 
Ily acknowledg'd in her Conkethion of Faith. 
We diſtgraguiſh,; fays he,.,ahe Church from ber State. - The Church 
are. the trus Beligherea ho make Profeſſion. of the, Chriſtian, Thuch, of 
Piety, . and' of a neal: Sandi. 4 nnder 4, Miniſteryy whith- furnſhas 
them mith the Aljmant3, neceſſary. for the Spiritual Lift, without de- 
priving them of any. one... Her aural and legitimate State is to-be 
1H as wunh.: as the,;Condition, of militant; can; porniits frew 


ophane, Perſons and Waldings, not y0, be or 
d by, this Chaff,, and coef, Taves\ thenes 
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themfelues far. good Example? Js. it, 

caſtical Magifkery, dapendsog.the 
Piuſſign of -the. Life and. good Example, of, thoſes..who-. are 
veſted with is? and that, th0; they ſhould be.as ſcandalous and 
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| She is ſrong, the invincible, becauſe ] ESU'S CHRIST 
Mat. xYi has faid, that Hel ſheuld net prevail agginſ? ber. But he did noe 
ie uy rp nr pad Le gr againſt her, till after he. had faid, 
Thou art Peter, and. upon this Rock, I will build my Church, 
preſently after, . I will give unto thee the Keys of the Kingdom of 
Heauen, "Tis then in the Miniſtery, confeſfſing and declaring 
JESUS CHRIST), ane ing the Aothorty of. the. Keys, 
that JESUS CHRIST principally  eftabliſhe the. 
Strength of his Church. | And to whom did he ſay, I am with, 
Matt. you even wnto the end of the world ;, but to. thoſe, to. whom he ſaid, | 
T. 20. Each and baptize ? All the Church is comprehended.in this Pro-. 
: miſe ;. who, knows it-not.? But JESUS, CH.R.1S.T would 
Ep. 69. «d ſhew the Truth of this Doftrin,. 1o well explicated by. St. Cy-- 
Flor. Pap. prian The Church forſakes. we. JESUS CHRIST ; and this 
is the Church, the People united with - their Biſhop, and the Flock 
Jom'd to their Paſtor ; Where *tis clear, that we muſt underſtand, 
48. he hs liheve th Pyle ind wid #606 ge 
Ep. 45: ©; with, the whole Unity of .the-Ep piſbaps En __ 
nyt ritings-. 29 RO WG: Try 
Fce. &cs wauld ſhew the Succeſſion, of. Rt, Tue. of the Mi- 
niſtery,, and "tis manifeltly ſeen, that wick Nog who teach, 
he would fay. © I em always, with you. And. what is -here more. 
ppg ia theſe Promiſes are ſoevidents that Mr. Claude: 
| of th elgen) Ke Jag to ac- 


Ag; :Thave' now © we: 


of a Church, whi "publiſhes the Faith, nd ns 
uſes the Mathers SETESUS CHRIST haspronounc4,, 
Y. ſup. *i. that Hell ſpould not prevail agaivſt her. And becauſe JE SUS. 
2k 9: CHRIST, after he,had faid, Teach.and 'hoptize,; adds, Iam: 
with 0u.; * Mr. Claude WE en, As 5 fs that JESUS, 
CHRIST in effe& deſigns a Church, that he affirms he- 
__ be with her,” baptize mith_ber, and teach with Ng even unto the 
| end. of the world... *Tis then the Succeſon and Perpetui -M 
the Miniſtery, which is. principally comprehended_in.this 
miſe ; *tis principally i this, that JESUS, CHRIST 
bliſhes the and cternal Duration of: his Church. In 
the mean time, againſt all this. Order, we are ſhewn the Mi-. 
niſtery {0 weak, and fo forfiken by JESUS CHRIST, 


that ut falls-all together in one.moment, and. on: the contrary 
particular. 
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Fas =o phren Pee ines: iu they communicated. 
there, continuing true Believers, in what an Error are now” all 
our Reformed, formed, who believe no themes wo have been tr 
Believers; till fince ; there 7 

- Thus theſe 'true 
thouſoid, {6 much 
Mir.Clands, xe-fo far 
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rure, fioee before Separation. there was not ) who | 
communicated ables the Sacrifice and Hoſt, 7 3 who 
med look on as Baal, before whom one muſt not how A 
Knee. 

They fay, Hot theſe crue Bebevers, who. by their aftual ſepa- 
rating corapos'd the Reformation, were before ſeparated iu heart, 
from' the publick Idolatry. But firſt, this is not ſufficient : . 
condly *tis not fo. . .:*, 

This is not ſufficient according. to Mr. Claudey frnce he will 
have a "Church always viſible ; ſince he has juſt now defia'd the. 
Church to be the true p En who make Profeſſion -of the Truth, 
of Piety, of real. Sandi. Where then the Pro Fon: is + Wanting, | 
there are neither true Believers, nor a. true Church. - 

But moreover, this is viGbly not {© ;' elſe,: when Luther ap- 
pear'd, and Auinglins innovared, their Diſcipſes muſt have made 
this Declaration : This is, what we always believ'd; we Siwaya 
had our Heart verſe from the Roman Faith, and from the P 
and from Bi Biſhops, and from the' Real Preſence, and from m Gov 
feſfion, and frona Communion Wder oieKind, and from 
Rain es, and from Prayer.to Saints,and fro Es 
of Wks, is are thoſe,who Ipake in this Tir EET 
Claude name vs any one of then?On the contrary, are not rabtheſe 
Reformed ſeen. in all the Pages of their Books to ſpedk 
retir'd' out of -the Darkneſs of the Papecy, and. | 
glory atthrir head, that he was the hrit;who dedar'd theGafp 
All the Reformed ant it, except Azinglius, who dias. thisHo- 
nor with him, He in the mean time acknowledges, that he was. 
the lincereft Monk, " thePrief moſt intent u os Er 
in 2 word the zealouſet of ll che Papiſts. FI not the-others. - 
uſe the ſame Language 2. Where care, then. thele gue. Believers 
of 'Mr.Claudes, who not ;only . durlt. -not:deglate "heir Fa, 
whilſt they were in the Ban of the. Roman Church, tb 

7 ter they were gone our of jt, durlt, not. fay, they: had yo of 
held in their heart the fame Faith? _...; _....... 

But ſee here the entire Ruin of the: new Refrain, In the 
Definition , that. Mr. Claude juſt now 
Church, he ſays, "Tis the: true Believers, 95 6s of the 

_ Chriſtian Truth _ a xe which furn;ſbes ber. with mecnfſes 
7 Aliments without de her of any one. . "before the 
- matien there was no ch Church, the true Church againſt Mr. 
| Claude's 
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niſtery of 2 Socinien Church would, 'according to this Rule, 


have furniſht the Children of - GO D 'with of. neceſſary Aliment, 
without depriving them of any one. What then at laſt will theſe 
NE —_—_ be ;. and'if they are- furniſht, without the 


| SubſtraCtion of any one, only by propoſing the'Creed and the 


Scripture, in what Hereſy have they been wantfg ? 


Man, An, The more Mr.Claude endeavours here to diſen himſelf, 


4 q- 


ahe -more he is intangled. For after he has eftabliſht as a Fun- 
damental Truth, that G O D always preſerves in the Miniftery all, 
that is neceſſary #o-nouriſh there the true Believers, nnd bring them to 
Salvation, he ſays, 'it does not thence follow, chat the Miniſtery 
3s exempt from all Error, even in its Deciſions ; but that, whether chey 
concern not. ſenſibly the Conſcience, or even concern Salvation,the Con- 
ſcience is made uſe of to rejet -rhe Evil , and preſerve Purity, Thus 
all would .be reduc'd to Liberty of Conſcience ; and what Er- 
ror ſoever is taught in the Miniſtery, provided they force none 
to follow their Deciſions, and fluffer all contrary Doftrin good 
or bad, 'tis enough to make Mr. Claude ſay, tht the Miniſtery 
furniſhes the Children of & O'D with all neceſſary Aliments withour 


DE wo Society, whoſe Minitery fold are furniſh all ne- 


ceſſdry Aliments,than a Society of Socinians,who brag,that 

will not damn any one. If it pr pane ker. cnarhre; 
2 Socinian Church. overthrows the Foundation by denying the- 
Divinity of JESUS CHRIST, *rtis alſo faid there, that 
*rwas no 1cfs overthrown before their Reformation by the Ido- 
latries, which, as they fay, reign'd every where. And if they 
will in fine imagio, that 'tis more dangerous to deſtroy the 
Foundation by Subſtraftion with the Sociniens, than with the 
Reman Church by theſe pretended Additions, - which call 
Idolatry , beſides all the Subftrations, we have juſt now ſhewn 
theze according to the Principles of the Reformed, and even be- 
fore their Reformation ; it were an unheard of Extravagance to 
belicve, that it would be more eaſy for theſe rrue Balievers, who 
ought to make the Diſtinftion of Do&rins under a Miniſtery 
full of Errors, to cut off, what is ſuperfluous, than to ſupply, 
what is defective ; __ Foundation. of the Faith xray 
certainly overthrown by diminiſhing, than by adding, the Scri 
ture _ ſo eften Ce Ro, common . 


diction as well thoſe, that diminiſh, as thoſe that add. 
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Matt. Jo is Foe rar rr CH RÞSTii/ direted-: " 
Xxviii. theſe, that baptizes. and. nheſeg: this each, and conthllec» *by theſe: 
Y<.19, 20+ pawerful: Words, Aud; lo: F:gne om almay, even unto 'ithe: 
f end. of the. Wald, makes Mr. Claude 2s well as'us fay, that JESU S- 
*is CHRIST, promiſes the.Church' #0 be with:ben, 6a boprixe with: 
FO UNI Rai boi Withag intorruptzin,; eve, to: the aud \of. 
40 this Mioilter, .chjs Promiſe re; 
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_ - "After he had thus jos to bees, ihe Rel: Fa Ws 
y the Work, and given Glory: to, -G:O D: eyen to-the end/«Mer. 
Claude was not far from the Fingdom of GOD,: whitn, he. 
19d, .that, G. O-D.«would” reddet,; hitifelF fi enough|Gyer 

1 rity, to preſerve always maugerthe-Ffiorts of Helly, 
2 s Chor, duh, ng; por the. 'Truth} and; an exterior. Mi-- 
fierks which ſhould furniſh true: Believers-with the Aliments,. 
ary. to Sglvatian.; } He-ouglit then-toxprocted! to the end;: 

a believe, that; ap ache Mts ic a ns, 
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"Paſtors comes from'them, biel rs cha : ot thens up, 
and. depoſe them. GOD: Brbladit "This Paſtoral: rid-Apoſto- 
;lick. Power comes from-him; who: faid: + 44s wy Fe th font 
-me;'F alſo ſend you.) This is, whatimakes St.P, _ in-theſame 
Wah hv rbaw del. © aud who-33 Pavl ? Minjderv witking 
whom - you have behiev'd,»and.. to. everyone, as our Lord hath 

40 you to be Believers, and tous to.be Paſtors. Where te 
dds farther: We re>G © Ds Laborers, or. to; fay better 

operators. Theſe-Miniſters:. and. theſe Warkers, able by 


-7 GOD: are als the Miniſters-of ths Faithful, and'in thisSende 


are; theirs, becauſe / they - are-. ebeir Servants. '5 F'E-$'U-S 
CHRIST, cſtabliſht in the Chair, not for themſelves,” for 
23 'to'their. own / part.it would -faffice 'them +t6 'be ſimple'Be- 


© levers, but for to.edify the Saints. Hethat defires:to- be-in/the 
EY Communion'of theſe Saints, need not torment -himſelf--ro-dþ 


1ſh-them from others. : : for, thd they are*nor known: and 


ly diſcern'd : but. by GOD: alone,: we are fore to find 

. them-aunder. che; publick -Miniſtery,/and in. the exterior Profeſſi- 

- onof 'the Catholick Church. :We need: rarer tans 
rare ra; —*< 


for:to'be allurd to 


the:Fruth, renders her .in cy fr "If the Brogh 

by-/ their corrupt - Life unworthy:of 
their Miniſtery; GO D ceaſes not-+to © Taks uſe. of ther for 
ro-ſandtify his Faithful, for /he is able! to vivityyceveh byithe 
Dead-;-and a ;putrifyid. Arm- may became aCtive:inthis-hands; 
Beſides,: theſe true Believers, known to 1G O'D'alone; ariindate 
all che Eccleſiaſtical Miniſtery :.a ſinall/Nuniber of theſe-cods 
-ceal'd Saints often ſiffices to renderthePrayers ofa-whole Church 


efficacious ; 'the Converſion of : Sinners wilt be often: afſoor the - 


Effect of their ſecret Groans, as the Fruit of: the! moſt; illuming» 
ted Preachings Wherefore 'St. Auguſtan)andibutes:the .wholſom 


» = 


Effects af:the Miniſtery/ ii theſe $ood Souls}: for-hotm/ ans by | 


whom the Hdly.Gholbis.fallycimte Ghuithci: Burthdr the Eg 
hn lefſtical Power deparde on them; Ce" 


of ' 4+ Y 


rent bits * arti 


- p 4 


- . 


by her Followers on her Word, but koh 
— ——— — | | En. 
4 CO Me 47 . $2. | 


Anftelick © 
— the condernns hr Gif in 6 m 


oF? | 
q ps | 
E TH 


. 3 
% 
ta 


©4 
Lanes 
Þ 


